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irO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 

MENBYy LORD VISCOUNT SIDMO^TS, 

LORD PRIVY SEAL, ^c. (sTc. 

MOUR exaltation to the JPeeri^c 0J a 
Count fy, in whkh ymt are ^ highly Esteemed, 
and to whose servicey in times of peculiar d^ 
culty^ ym have been faithfully devoted^ cannot 
add to that dignity of Character^ which, cre- 
ated by ycur awn merit, and acknowledged by 
the Public wke, has hmg diftbfgiashedyou, as 
a Man and a Senator, 



Ta your I^dship, whose mnd is so rich 
stored with variety of knowledge^ I need^mt 
suggest; that the two Temples which were 
erected among the Romans, one to Virtue, and 
the other to Honor, were so constructed, that 
y^ see the latter, it was necessary to pass 
through the former^ 
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IV 

Ym^ my Lordy Jupce conspicuously proceeded 
ta both: and though your present address isf 
not the sa;ne, as when I was permitted to 
inscribe to you a former worh^ yet, the sound 
principles of ymr, heart remmn inDklabk^they 
cannot be altered. 

c To guchaBatrcn, I am proud if the permis- 
sion which you have granted me, of dedicating 
tbe^ Essays. 

J have the Honor to be, 

MYLORI>f 

Wkh the Utmost re^ct, 
Your Lordship's veryfaitkful^ervant^ 

EDWARD BARHY, 

RibUMNS^ A n guBt l> 1806; ' 
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ESSAY 1 



CMLlM^dCY. 



uMONG the variety of subjects, which 
have engaged the notice of authors; the 
interesting inquiries of Celibacy and Wedlock^ 
eithef through accident or design, have been 
suffered to fescape a serious investigation. 
Whether it has been considered right to be 
isitent on these delicate points, and leave 
fevety person to the persuasions of his owft 
inind ; or whether from the pecuHarity or the 
difficulty of saying any thing useful and 
Satisfactory on such questions; or to what- 
ever other naotive we may attribute ther 
omission, it is certain, that the world is not 
B touch 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



much indebted to writers for faithful obser/- 
vdtions and instructions on these topics : nor 
in common life and society is much infor- 
mation to be gathered; for these subjects are 
particularly susceptible either of the jokes of 
stupid levity, or, are made the themes of 
pensive deliberation. From these opposite 
quarters, satisfactory counsel is not to be ex- 
pected: but if equally distant from either, a 
middle path be taken, it will be a safeguard 
to the mind against the follies of the one 
and the feais of the other. 



In representing the different states of Celi- 
bacy and Wedlock; instead of confining their 
observations to the abstract merits or deme- 
rits of these allotments; most people are for 
bringing them to the test of their individual 
experience, and so long as different temper^ 
and coilstitutions live on the earth, such 
representations must necessarily be partial 
and selfish, and always liable to exception: 
the person .who surrenders up his opinion, 

and 
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and forbodes his awn fate on observing that 
of another, is perpetually the shuttlecock of 
fancy and the barometer of accident: equally 
absurd and spiritless are those, who, on the 
false principle of watching in others the dif- 
fexent events of Celibacy and Wedbck^ make 
up their minds to continue in the ane, or 
engage in the pther. 



The injunction of Celibate life, was one, 
among the many superstitions brought by 
Pythagoras out of Egypt, he forbad marriage 
to his disciples; The Pythagoreans were 
nnder such severe prohibition of marriage, 
that some of the Priests* purposely dis- 
abled themselves from women. 



In such high esteem wai? the Celibacy of 

Priests among the Pagans, that Mneas^ in 

B g Virgil 



• As those of Cybelc, and the Pi^ests of Diana at 
£phesuS| who emasculated themselves. 
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Virgil is ^upposjsd to pasfs through the Ely- 
sian- Fields, and see i^q other Prjpsts in Para^ 
disc but such as had led a single life; and 
Zeno^ Prince of the Stoicks, held this sprt of 
denial in such reverence, that he nevgr ap:: 
preached a \!f oinan, . 



From this Pagan source, the stream has. 
continued to the present time; for their ideas 
of CeUb^y are not only adopted, hut thciy 
examples arp followed by t|i^ Priests of the 
Romish Church ; lixough this kind of absti- 
nence did not pass a$ a law, nor wasi in- 
sisted on as[ a matter of Ecclesiastic?.! con? 
formity, till ^bout the year i^ix hundred- lu 
the Council of Trent it was proposed to set 
the Clergy again at liberty from this yokp, 
but the Pope would not accede to it. 



About the middle of the third century 
after Christ, it must be confessed that there 
were some plausible reasons for sul^nitti^g 

to 
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to a single life; for in those times of perse- 
cution, many Christians wishing to avoid the 
tempest, retired into deserts; and when these 
troubles cea^pd, they were either afraid of 
Qew ones, or else habit and situation had 
feconciled them to seclusion,, and made con^ 
venient and voluntary to them, what at first 
originated from necessity. The important 
pares of that season obliged them not to 
engage in the world more than was absolutely 
unavoidable : oq this account, many converts 
of both sexes to the Christian faith, adopted 
the advice of St. Paul, who is falsely charged 
with discouraging marriage in his letters to 
the Corinthians. Among other questions, 
his opinion is asked concerning the manied 
life, and the Apostle contrives such aa answer 
as was every way calculated for the safety 
and welfare of the Church in a time of perse- 
fiution, and he fits his observations to the 
several tempers, constitutions, and circum- 
stances of particular persons, and so keeps 
ff ee of all forcible exhortation either to the 

married. 
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married, or the single state: if it be insisted 
on, that he appears to lean more favourably ta 
the side of a single life, it should be remarked 
at the same time, that he has then a view to 
its advantages in a troublesome time, such 
as it then was: he suggests to them, that 
they would act prudently, if with chastity 
at the same time, they could refrain from 
maniage. 

He cautions Jimothy^ whom he calls his 
own sm^ and for whom he felt the tenderest 
affection; against the absurd magazine pf Pa^ 
gan and Papal tenets ; " Forbidding, " as he 
s^ys, " to marry, and commanding to abstain 
from meats, which God had created to be received 
with thanksgiving^' 



An ecclesiastic of infinite humour once 
undertook to write against the hardships of 
this duty of celibacy, imposed on the Clergy. 
Some of his arguments were, that God desired 

all 
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all creatures to increase and muUiplj/, and 
that this laAV could not be abrogated by an 
old Pope; that soldiers proceed from sol- 
diers, and kings from kings, and why should 
not clerks from clerks? That Zacharias, father 
of him who baptized Christ, had a wife and 
children: That ^Sf. Paul^ who was carried to 
the third Hecpven, brought from thence no 
command for celibacy; on the contrary, he 
desired that every one shmJd have his own wife. 



. But religion however it may have been mis- 
represented in dark and superstitious times, 
for the purpose of imposing on any class of 
mankind a life of celibacy, cannot, in this 
more enlightened day, without a greater re- 
proach, be effectually urged as the authority 
for remaining in that state: reasons there 
are, and sufficient ones too, for that detenni- 
nation : health and even life itself may in 
several instances demand such caution; but 
it should be remembered at the same time, 
that with other constitutions, health and life 

are 
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ikve more frequently Endangered, if hot sacri- 
ficed by refusing to nature h6r imperious 
clailns. 



Convenience tnust sometimes be allowed 
ds a tolerable plea for remaining in the single 
state ; but selfishness is more frequently the 
prevailing motive. The taxes chargeable on 
a single state, either in health, packet, oi* 
imputation, are important considerations : be- 
sides, it is well known, that the demands of 
a family usually excite fresh exertions, and 
operate as a useful spur to industry* 



: i v^V I — ^^ apprehension of being the cause of 
J ( ^^> >.. ,. misery to children as yet unborn, througii 

-' > incompetence of circumstances, althchigh irt 

itself a very commendable reflection, yet 
does not amount to a sufficient apology fof 
a life of celibacv* 



A famous 
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A famous King* welcomed to his dominir 
ons all who came, for he observed, that who- 
ever had a mouth must eat, and whoever had 
hands, if not bom to fortune, must work for 
that subsistence: and although it may be 
'said, that the poor have seldom any provision 
for accidents, to which they may be particu- 
larly exposed, it should be mentioned, as an 
honour to the feelings of this merciful coun- 
try, that for every desei'ving and possible case 
gf misfortune, institutions of every descrip- 
tion are open to their succour and support. 

It Is asserted by some curious Etymologists, 
that the word Celibacy means the blessedness 
qf Heaven ;-\ and when the freedom and the 
lightness of a single life are contrasted with 
the cares, the troubles, and the anxieties of 
a married one, we must jso far acknowledge 
the former to be preferable; but this at best 
is but a selfish argument ; unquestionably it 
c it 

^ • The King of Prussiar. f Cocli beatitudor* 
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i% the duty of every. member of society^ to 
contribute his share toward the public gojod, 
in which he 'has before . participated, jpid to 
hi^nd down to posterity a continuance of 
those advtantages: for supposing that the 
generality of pankind from the same argu* 
ment of private ease, were to remain in. the 
sixigle state, great would be the defalcation 
ift the population of the country, and cpnse- 
quently a very alarming diminution of her 
strength and. opulence^ - 



in such disesteem was Celibacy among the 
Romany that they used every possible nfieans 
they couljd to. discourage it; for nothing was 
more usual than far their Censors to impose 
a fine bn alfi Bachelors; while prerogatives 
were given to persons who bad many chil- 
dren; besides, those who led a single life 
were, except from their nearest relations, 
and under certain . restrictions, incapable of 
receiving legacies. Among the Lacedemo- 
nians, no man could contiAue single beyond 

the 
\ 
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fJie time limited by their- law-gi\^fer/- without 
JricUrring severe and shameful punishments : 
ihe magistrates ' commanded uiVmaLrriecf' per- 
sons every winter, to run round the" ptiblicl 
Forum naked; and to increase the contempt, 
they were obliged to sjng a song expressive 
of their. own ridicule: another pmushment 
was, to exclude them from the exhibition of . 
Spartan exercises, where young women con- 
tended naked: another severity imposed on 
them was, that women were allowed to drag 
them round an altar, beating them all the 
while with their fists : lastly, they were not 
permitted to share ti^a^respect and reverence 
which the younger claimed. 

Plutarch observes^ that no man found 
fault with what was said to a great Capt^n, 
who coming into an assembly, a young man, 
instead of rising up and making room^ ad- 
dresi^ed him to this effects, 
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is 



''Sir, you must not expect that attention 
from me, which cannot hereafter be returned 
by any of your children to me, when I 
am old.'' 



<' To live ufunarried is to die unmoUrned i 

^ Add to your race ; see nature'^ gift retUTDed/* 
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ESSAY !!• 



WEJDJLOCK. 



Hitherto we have dwelt on the barren 
ground of solitary life; it is time that wc 
repair to the fertile groves of Wedlock, 

Marriage is a civil and religious contract 
founded upon the laws of nature; and the 
end of it is, the legitimate propagation of 
mankinds Different countries, according to 
peculiar circumstances, have not only varied 
in the fonns of this institution, but likewise 
ia the extent of it. 



Hie 
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The Jews esteemed it lawful for a man. to 
many as many wives as he pleased, provided 
he could maintain them; and we are ini« 
formed, thi^t thos6 wh0 livie in tfii^ East still 
keep up their ancient practice of Polygamy; 
whereas in Germas^, the^ are not allowed 
this liberty, and in Italy very rarely; and 
only in case*a man hath lived many years 
with one wife and has iio family. 



The ancient Germans, are said by Tacitus, 
to be the only people among the Barbarians/ 
who are contented with single marriages, , 



Mahomet allow:cd of Polygamy, craftily 
accommodating hi3 doctrine to the humour 
and dispositions of the people, whom . h^ 



intended to deceive. 



Tlie Grecians, according to their regular 
frames and constitutions; admitted but of 

ow 
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one wife, yet there is fouud in one of 1:he 
Athenian decrees an exception to their law, 
where it says, " That to iifcrease the number 
of men at present deficient, it shall be lawful 
for any person to have children by another 
woman beades her, that, in a more strict 
«cnse is his wife.*^ 



Not many yeatrs ago, a writer and preacher 
of great celebrity^ undertook to vindicate 
the doctrine of a plurality of wives ; he con- 
tends that it is as lawful for the Christians 
as it Was for the ancient Jews to have more 
wives than one. With respect however to 
the Jewish law, it was only of a local and 
temporary nature, and wisely adapted, with 
respect to the degrees of consanguinity and 
other regulations of marriage, to maintain 
and perpetuate the separation of the Jewish 
people from the heathen- 

When 

• hiifScldon, Pviifendorf, &c. 
t Rev. Mr. Madaiu- 
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"When we reflect," says an anonymous 
•but able writer, " that the primitive institu- 
tion of marriage limited it to one man and 
, One woman ; that this institution was adhered 
to by Noah and his sons, amidst the degene- 
racy of the age in which they lived, and in 
spite of the examples of Polygamy, which 
the accursed race of Cain had introduced; 
when we consider how very few the exam- 
ples of this practice were among the faithful, 
how much it wrought its own punishment 
with it, and how dubious and equivocal those 
passages are, in which it appears to have 
the sanction of divine approbation, how fre- 
quently the messengers of God adapted them-^ 
selves to the genius of the people to whom, 
they were sent, and the circumstances of the 
times in which they lived, how often the 
imperfections and even the vices of the Patri- 
archs and people of God, in old time dre 
recorded without any express notification of 
their criminality — how much is said to be 
commanded, which our reverence for the 

holinesi^ 
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hoEnesg of Odd and his law will only suifer 
us to suppose, were for, wise ends pennitted; 
above all when. :wc- consider the purity, 
equi^; .and bentvolence 6f the Christian law; 
the i^xpikit declaration of our Lord and his. 
Apostfe St. Paul respecting the institution 
of itiajrriage, its design, and linaitation; when 
we reflect too, on. the testimony of the most 
ancient fathers, who could not possibly be 
ignorant of the general and common prac- 
tifce of' the A|>ostolic Church ; and, finally, 
when to these oonsideriitions we add those, 
which are founded in justice to the female 
sex, and the Regulations of domestic econo- 
my and national policy we must boldly con- 
demn the revival of Polygamy.'* 



" The practice of Polygamy," says an emi- 
nent author,* " is brutal, destructive of 
friendship and moral sentiment, inconsist- 
D ent 

♦ Dr. PerciYal Phil. Tran^. 
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ent with the great end of marfiage; the edu-* 
cation of children, and subversive of (the 
natural^ rights of more than half ^of/thfe 
species, besides it is iiijiiriou4 to pioptikr|^t|L':> 
it is a wdll known fact, adds be; thfitt::^^;^^- 
nia^ in which a plurality of wiviSs itel -tifOt 
alknved^ abotinds more witbiinhabit^iits^thah 
any othdr province of the Turkish Emptm.'' 



" If we will make good laws," ftemarks 
Plato, ;^* we must l^in to regulate xmar- 
riagesi well/' ^ 



The iirst inhabitant)^' of Greece lived in 
a state of promiscuous intercourse; no 
bounds were set to their passions. But 
CecTQpy yfho was raised King of Athens, 
among other useful institutions, intcodiiced 
-thatvQf; Matrimony; it was aftertvard re- 
jceived by all the inhabitants ; for no sooner 
had they civilized their undisciplined man- 
ners, 
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ii,^rs, and acquired a iaMte far regularity and 
order, than they espoused the meritorious 
rights of. that institution. 



The Athenians required that all comman- 
dera and orators, arid such as were intrusted 
with the public aiFairs, should be married 
and have children^' fbr these were considered 
as a sort of surety and pledge to the «tate 
for the good conduct of their fathers, and 
yrithout which, it was thought dangerous 
to commit to th^m the charge of the pub- 
lic trtest;. ••..•.'.•'• 



The Church of England although she does 
not consider matrimony in the nature of a 
sacrament,* as does the Romish Church, yet 
%he hold* it ta be of sacked appointment, 

^\yv.-^.\> \ ■^^•pg^ ''"•' \ •' arid 

* The reason which some assign for calling it a sacrameixt| 
is, that it sometiines^giyef fffiil/th&fii)fr.oC'^«/^^^*^ 
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and therefore requires it to be solemnized by 
her ministers, and offerjs the three foUowiiig 
arguments, not less divine than physics^ for 
the adoption of wedlock : 



First, " It was ordained for the prboreatwk 
of children^ to be brought t^ in the foan and 
tmrture ^ thf Lordy and to the prai^ qf hit 
holy mmt^ 



3pcondly, ^^ It wasi ordmedyfor a remedy 
against sin, and to avoid fornication j tMt mck 
persons ^ htfce npt the gift qfcontinency, might 
marry 9 and keep themsekes undefikd mernbers of 
Chrisfs body:' 



Thirdly, -^ It was or4ained^ for- thenrnt^ 
sofiety, help^ andcomfort^^ that the one ought to 
hace of the other, S^c."^ 

As 



. .J ii J ..: 



-^ Fide ForhiiOjCMarriage. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



As the strength and glory of a kingdom' 
Ijonsist in the multitude of its subjects, mju^ 
irimony QugUt to be particularly encouraged. 



: Among the Lacedemonians and other anci- 
jent nations, it was usual to allow portions 
from the public treasury for the encourage- 
ment of wedlock; hence likewise it was, that 
among the Romans, privileges and immunitie$ 
were granted to the popr parents c£ three 
children, 



But. the second point in which pur church 
views the design of marriage is, as a remedy 
against sin: and here indeed is a Very strong 
argument for its early celebration; ^* That 
guch persons as haw not the gift rf continem:^ 
mght matrjf^!^\^ 



Jf the knowledge lof a diseaatp' be requisite 

to 
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to the cure; it is necessary to know and 
acknowledge the passions, that we may the 
better govern them. Philosophers who have 
written on these subjects ^re so divided in 
opinion, that reason hath not be^pn able to 
reconcile their differexice. Some of them 
have been satisfied with describing passions 
to us; but in showing their- causes and 
effects, have omitted to teach us feow t© 
cure them; they have been more careful to 
make us know the poison than ^quaipt U3 
with the antidote. 



To deny to nature her :&6Ung%. ?were to 
<5yerthrow tbe^ whole, fabric of maa: it jb 
410 more dishonourable for ihcr to fear a danr 
ger;^ to hope for a goo(zl, or streii^hto> herself 
^gainst evii, than It is to b^v by the organs 
of the eye, or to hear by thoSe of the. car. 
We are not required to extinguish our pas- 
sions, but only duly to balance them; rightly 
hay£i they beeiL termed ^the gales of life, and 

H 
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it is our concern that they do not riae into 
a; tempest , . ^ 



St. Augustine observes, i* That a virtue is / 
the habit of a well governed mind." It is i 
but to moderate our affections, and they will 
be changed into virtues ; for when love and 
hatred, which are the sources of all other 
passions, shall be wisely and justly guided, 
they will become excellent virtues, and be 
trained into wisdom, temperance, fortitude^ 
and justice. Is it not then unfair, nay even 
barbarous, to affect to smother some pas- 
sions, which, under prefer restraint, have 
such affinity to virtue? Is it not injustice 
and ingratitude to mistake the advantages 
which we have received from Nature? and 
^ince the Almighty has commanded the sexes 
in an orderly way to propogate their species ; 
it becomes a crime* to resist this law of na- 
ture and of God. 

In 

* In one of the Romish Canondof the Council of Trent, 
it to be seen this very cxtraordinaiy ancUhcma : 
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Jti my succeeding Essay on Seduction^ I 
sliall advert to the melancholy consequence?, 
which are, alas ! but too frequently produced, 
where these ardent desires are peremptorily 
checked by the ill* judged bashfulness of the 
child, or the fierce authority of the parents 



The time of marriage unquestionably must 
depend on the peculiar circumstances of 
constitution and climate; but for a general 
principle of action, eaily marriages seem 
advisable. 



What is designed as a remedy agaiiist aiiy 
particular evil, should be exercised before 
that evil has triumplied, or by habit h 
become incorrigible: besides, early marriage 
gives more time, more health, and better spi- 
rits 

*' If any one shall say, that the state of matrimony is to 
be preferred before the state of virginity or celibacy ; and 
that it is better and more happy to marry than to continue 
in virginity and celibacy 5 Lei Jam be accursed.** 
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Tits Ibr the various duties of reaiihg and 
providing for an offspring; and may afford 
such parents the great happiness of behold- 
ing their own, and even their childrens' 
children, earning their bread by meritorious 
labour; and not like those, who, in the even- 
ing of life become parents, whose children 
are, for the greater part, puny and dis- 
eased, are probably left in distress and 
misery, while their parents are gone down 
mth grey hairs and with sorrow to the grow! 
Time, therefore, which always ought to be 
precious, should not in this instance be 
disregarded. 



In the selection of a partner, a less sacri- 
fice of time than is iisually made, might very 
safely be practised; for though the sexes de- 
nmnd suitable qualifications; yet the main 
ones confessedly are, personal beauty, mental 
acquirements, the distinctions of family, and 
the independency of fortune ; from these stores, 
E either 
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ettlier seftaxately or cdiletTtivciy, men autul w6- 
jnen make their choice^ 



Wc will inquire itato cbch of them. Witk 
respect to person, she, indeed it mnfit be 061^ 
fessed, is the fair orator 'wfaioh cfaanns, vni 
often erects her tribunal abore the eaipixe of 
reason, she disdains, to argue^ to tisreatte, or 
beseech; it is only to behold this fascoBrting^ 
tyrant^ and the citadel is surrendered. 



What love really is, may be.di6Scult to 
explain; Men feel its dominion, but can- 
not analyze its essence: Poets, who have 
interested thcwselves on that subject^ will 
l^ave it pass for a God! and lest men 
should bbrttte its yiol^ce, by an affected 
piety strive to conceal its fuiy. The Plar 
iomcs give love a spirit, and an absolute 
power over the passions; the Stoics term 
Iwe a fury, and judging of its nature by 

effects, 
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<rfSactSj( they cannot suppose^ that tb$ soul 
is well or<lered, wHiltf ui^der the ^oquoion 
of sttoh a passion. 



Some Philosophers have affirmed, *^ That 
love is a pleasing wound, w^iph nian hath 
received from a fair object, that it is the 
beaxn of a Sun which warms him, that it> i$ 
9!char<D^ whocM^ virtue is attraction^'* 

All the passions seem to be set in motion 
from the hnpulse of love ; which kindles de- 
sires, excites hopes, braves dangers, inspires 
courage, and like the heart, gives waraith^ 
vigour, and animation to the whole frame; 
after all, however, it mu^t be admitted^ that 
love is more a niatter of f^jeling than of argu- 
ment, the 9nbtilty of this passioja remains 
a secret, but the operaf ioAS of it are Certain : 
nevertheless, the dictates oireascn^ the claims 
of ditty r and a regard tQ posterity ought, in 
their single or collective for^, i9 variouai 
%% ^ instances, 
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instances, to be resolutely opposed to tKc 
fiirtousness of desire: but to the important 
considerations of personal health, so frequent- 
ly disregarded in matrimonial alliances, it is 
seriously to be wished that more attention 
was paid. 



*' One great source of the diseases of chil- 
dren is, the unhealthiness of Parents/ It 
would be as reasonable to expect a rich crop 
from a barren soil, as that stpng and healthy 
children should be born of parents whose 
constitutions have been worn out wHh intem- 
perance or disease.* 

" What a dreadful inheritance is the gout, 
the scurvy, or the King*s evil, to transmit to 
our offspring ! how happy had it been for the 
heir of many a great estate, had he been bom 
a beggar, rather than to inherit his father's 

fortunes 

^ Fide T>T. Buchan* 
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fortunes at the expense of iojicriting his; 

diseases ! 

'■ -I 

** A person labouHng under any incurable 
malady ought ixot to marry. He thereby not 
only shortens his own life, but transmits mi- 
sery to others/, but when both parties arc 
deeply tainted with the scrophula, the scurvy, 
or the like, the effects must be still worse. If 
such have any issue, they must be miserable 
indeed. Want of attention to these thin^ 
in forming connexions for life, has rooted out 
piore families than plague, famine, or the 
^jword; and as long as these connexions are 
formed from mercenary views, the evil will 
\3i€ continued,* 

*^ In our matrimonial contracts, it is ama« 
zing so little regard is had to the health and 

form 



^ The Lacedemonians condemned their king Archidamui 
for having married a weak^ puny woman; because, said tbe^Ti^ 
instead of propagating a race of heroes, you will fill the throne 
with a progeny of changeUnigs* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



80 

ff^nnoftheol^ct Our spottswsn knotty that 
the generous courser cannot be bred out of 
the foundered jade, nor the sagacious spaniel 
out of the snarling cur. Thi* is settled upon 
ijnmutable laws. The m^n vho marries a. 
woman of a sipkly constitution, and descen- 
ded pf unhealthy parf^ts,. whatever his views 
^ay be, cannot be said Xq act st prudent; part 
A,* diseased wonian. mav prov^ fertile; should; 
this be the case, the family must .becQ^i^ an 
infirmary: what prospect of happiness the^ 
^ath^r of such a i^mily has, we shall If ave^ 
any one to judge.*^ 



" Great beauty/' says a celqbrat^ philo- 
sopher,t " should rather be avoided than 

sought 

; • Ths Jtm% by their laws, frar» focertM^ cws, forbidden 
. to have any manner of commerce with the diseased ; and in. 
dsedlo thisy aU wise legislators ought to have aspecial regard. 
In some countries, diseased persons have actually been forbid^ - 
to maurry. This is an evil of a complicated kind, a natural 
deformity, and political m^iscbief ; and therefore requires ^t t 
public consideration. 

t Roswaj ''^ 
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Ml^hfc in manlafe* BrauQr aoo» ginw9.fii<* 
mAiBt by poegmaioa; 4t the a»d ofaiK iToelts 
it is no longer u^ thing t^ the posseilH^.; 
but its daaigers last m long as it lasts itself: 
unless a handsome womaa Is an angd^ her 
iiusband is the ntthafipiest of mankind. , 



*' Desire a medium in all things, without 
excepting even beauty. An agreeable and 
«^gaging figure, "vrhich does not mspire love, 
but benevoleacCj is what we ought to prefer; 
it is without prejudice to the husband, and 
its advantage turns to the common profit 
The graces are not lost like beauty, but 
are incessantly renewed; and after being 
married thuty years, vol agreeable honest 
woman pleases her husband ^as well as the 
first day.'* 



•' ' Thus far have we investigated thej:ecom- 
miendations of person, which notwithstanding 

the 
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the toMxy tm of invention to improve, may 
>yet be considered as the immediate object of 
.inght and conviction; but safely to deter- 
mine on the acquirenM^ts of the mind| to 
x;aU forth the beauties or the deformities of 
that retreat, will demand, it may be urged^ a 
greater latitude of time for the purposes of 
discrimination and experience. Charms there ^ 
.are in person, and irresistible ones too, but 
unless adorned with the unfading beauties of 
the mind, they partake more of the fever of 
desire, than the chastity of love. 



The qualities of mind which best recom- 
mend themselves to the sexes^ depend on the 
diversified circumstances of habits of life, 
difference , of |4ucation, and formation of 
taste : and after Ml, the most ill-conditioned 
temper, from the higher to the lower ranks of 
society, may be disciplined for their respec- 
tive delusionis, and artfully discharge the 
pleasing duties of courtship* 
, , " The 
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•the aecoftimodatiiig thotight— the persua- 
$\v^ 6€tktmttk%^the speftkifig 6yfe— the mo- 
^t retircaidnt^-the iksematmg smile— the 
impressive adieu f these alohe jtre suflScient 
tdput into action all the nerves of sensibi- 
lity, and leave on the palpitating heart the 
West tokcifaflp of eventual triufi»ph ! 



if the c<lK3flnoii patience of hulnan nature 
can wait i» good humoar for these pantomi- 
mical seeACS, the allotment (^ human life wfll 
Mt a£R(M4 tile thM. A y6»^ j^haps two or 
mofm of krecoyemhltf time, out of man'» small 
]Mttai]0t^ Mmk for ever! md for what? to 
aceomplitK t^iat^ ifTkich witfaoiit ^ssimulation 
md intrigue might more happily be brought 
about in as many week^. A miser woidd not 
thus abuse his gold! 



A better plan of ascertaining the real quali^ 
ties of the mind, especially those more impor- 

F tant 
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tant considerations of suavity of disposition, 
and integrity of principle, would be, cautiously 
to apply to the actual knowledge of others 
\ \ for that valuable information* 



Courtship and Wedlock have two distinct 
addresses, and the ceremony and fondness 
usually attached to the former, give no small 
occasion of remonstrance when they begiu 
to abate in the latter. But in the selection 
of a partner, literary acquirements, so great 
a treasure in the estimation of many, are 
not subject to this inutability; like a peren- 
nial stream they continue the same: but 
whether these attainments shall flow with 
their usual sn^oothness, or be agitated into 
,a rougher current, must depend on the feel- 
ings of the possessor. 



' To a learned wife however, there aire not 
a few, who have insuperable objections: Ju- 
venal, 
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venal, that satirist of antiquity, points Bis 
ridicule to the learned women of his timej 
and the admired poet Diyden thus expresses 
himself: 

«' O I what a imdmght cune has he whose side 

^< Is pester'd with s^ Mood and Figure Imde | 

«< Let mine, yc Gods! (if such must be my fate ]) 

** No Logick learn, nor History translate; 

<< But\ather be a quiet, humble fool : 

^* I hate a wife, to whom 1 go to school. 

<< Who climbs the Grammar Tref , distinctly knows 

'* Where Noun, and Verb, and Participle grows; 

" Corrects her Country Neighbour, and abed, 

'' For breaking PriscianSy *breaks her Husband's head.** 

Still, however, reason and wisdom are more 
frequently imited in a. graceful and lovely 
woman than some will allow, or others de- 
sire. Ibr strength of intellect, variety of 
knowledge, and intrepidity of mmd, associ- 
ated at the same time with all the amiahle 
sensibilities of duty, gentleness, and afiection, 
women are recorded on the pages of anti- 
quity : and to the honour of the present day, 
f^ the 
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the ^ consUjlatio^ i]0prove» iu lustre^ {ui4 
must; not yield, to tiiem the palp of yior 
toiy, ^ther in tidfnts, h^roUfn^ bpau^^of 
gopdn^; ! 



Let women then be encouraged to have 
confidence in th^ir capacity of mental attain- 
inents, as well as thpir personal attractions : 
and in every suitable cultivation of the former^ 
will be found a counterpoise, and the best 
security against the levities of \3^c latter, 



. itespectable family connexions in the tua- 
trinxmial contxact are highly to. be coveted: 
they ^re not only sati$£ictory pled^s of tbe 
manners and education ^ the person o^pr 
cerned ; liMjitrin their conaequfsaces^ frequently 
make amp^e amends, £<^t y[ki^% in the (a^ 
instan^^ was a de^ifincy of wealdu I|t 
j^eixA of fortune, where oth^ re^ommenr 
datvH^ a<e approved^ tj|^ im^txr^ of the peiv 

son 
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0on might be called iu qu^tioQ, who would 
periouAl^ cavil about that, if a reasonable $ufE- 
fkn^y wa» on either side; and who refused 
to accQinmodate Fernanda to circum&ta&p(&.^ 



On this i»i))ject it may not be unsuitable 
to bring forward the opinion of a distbt- 
guishad prelate -/^ ^^ Gentlemen in their ma^ 
xinges/ says the BisIm^, *^ ought to consi- 
der a great many things more than fortune^ 
though generally speaking, that is the only 
thing sou^t for. A good undentandmg, f / ^ 
goQ^ principles, and a good temper, with a' 
liberal education, and acc^table person, are 
the first things to be considered, and cer- 
tainly fortune ought to come after all these. 
Those bargains^ l^W in fadiion, make often 
unhftUoWed mafriik^, in which, besides the 
greater ^wK nioi^ fortune is often wasted, 
^n is brought with a vain, a foolish, an 
indiscreet^ and a hated wife* The first 

thought 

* Bishop Bumet. 
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thought in chusing a wife ought to be, to 
find a help meet for the man : in the married 

: state, the mutual study of both ought ta be, 

\^ y^ help and please one another.* 

\ 
\ 

Much advice, indeed, may be offered both 
to the man and the woman, for their recipro* 
cal good conduct in the marriage state; but 
f the best which can be given, is in that lan- 
guage which made their sacred covenant! 
There they will learn, that ^^ It wai ordained 
for the mutual society, help, and comfort that 
the one ought to have of the other ^ both in profh 
j perity and adversity '* 



The contract in many views is pleasing, 

but it cannot be dissembled that heavy are 

the discouragements to it The pains of 

life, with very few exceptions indeed^ are 

more than the pleasures. In matrimony this 

repiark is particularly true. 

Thp 
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The hope of adding to their stock of 
happiness, is the inducement of those who 
embark in it: but they are certain to in* 
crease their anxieties: even in the happi* 
est condition of Wedlock this observation 
will hold good; but^ sad indeed is the case 
with those, who are unequally yoked together; 
who cannot, or who will not live conform* 
ably to the tenor of the engagement, ^^accord- 
ing to God's holy ordmmce^^ whose views and 
sentiments, whose manners moral and reli- 
gious are in perpetual discord: when instead 
of the man being rneet for the woman, or 
the woman m^t for the man, instead of pro* 
moting mutual happiness, m^riage becomes 
the intolerable bane of it; under such unr 
happy circumstances, and especially where 
there are no children, the question naturally 
occurs, is separation a duty? the answer is 
important, and requires very serious delibe- 
ration; for this reason, it may be thought 
safer to bring forward au opinion of higher 
authority than that of the writer of these 

Essays. 
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SssiQfft. ttt that iaoA Takable wyA learned 
irork "^Of the Law of Nfttare and Natkms,'^ 
there is a quototioti made, which exactly 
appbes ta the ionmecKate purpose; and shall 
heve be gtreii at Idi^th* 



" Ilicoitigible disparity Of taiitd, c* stab* 
bomess of temper^ rendering a woman unfit 
to live in society wHh such a particular mafr^ 
and hindering tlie clrief benefit of matriim>* 
lay, mutnal help and refireshinent, is a much 
wei^ier casise of divorce^ than atrf natural 
dd)^ ai^ distemper^ any uncleahness of 
body, which yet were allowed as lawful pleas 
by die Jewish dispensation^ na partnership 
can oblige persons concerned, in cdntradic'' 
tion either t» the chief end of its institution, 
or lo the intentions and hopes of both, or 
of either member* Now it was the design of 
the wise Creator, not to give man a domes- 
tic torment, but a kind help to join with 

him> 

• • f^de Puftendorf, book vi. chap, 1. 
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him, not only in the bringing of children 
into the world, but in the education of them, 
and in the whole business of life; which end, 
intolerable sourness of temper doth plainly 
pervert and destroy. It looks absurd and 
unreasonable, that the Canon Law should 
without scruple declare Impotency a suffi- 
cient cause of dissolving Matrimtiny, and 
yet allow no regard to the manners and 
dispositions of the parties : especially since 
the foi-mer may immediately be discovered ; 
whereas 'tis usual craftily to disguise and 
conceal the latter, till the poor Man runs ig- 
norantly into the snare, whence he can never 
be released. It is against the law of charity; 
nay, it is most barbarous and inhuman to 
confine and chain down a Man to such mise- 
ries as are not to end till his death; and 
which would admit of an easy cure, did not 
the severity of this positive ordinance stand 
in the way : inasmuch as God Almighty, in 
his laws and co;nmands, seems to have mer- 
o cifuUy 
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cifuUy accomitiodated himself to the infirmity 
of human nature^ 



. " The Holy Scriptures prescribe Matrimony 
arniong other reasons, for the avoiding of 
temptations to Incontinence. But now the 
Man who can find in Marriage no rest or 
comfort to his mind, who is perpetually 
teased and disturbed, by an untoward part- 
ner, must needs be assaulted with stronger 
temptations, than if he lived in Celibacy. 



" We are commanded in Hqly Scripture to 
remove from us all obstacles of piety : amongst 
the chief of which we may fairly reckon the 
frowardness of an incorrigible and insepara- 
ble companion. It is repugnant to nature, 
that two minds directly opposite, and admit- 
ting of no possibility of union, should be tied 
together in a bond never to be broken. 

" Tlie 
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" Tlie Christian Emperors have declared it 
as their judgment, that the plotting of either 
party against the life of th6 other, is a godcl 
reason of divorce; and how many Men's lives 
have been unhappily' shortened by these con- 
tinual griefs and discomforts? 'Marridgfe is"i 
Society; but human Societies, inasmufch as 
they are held together in a Moral Bond; con- 
sist rather in the union of Souls than of 
Bodies. Should we say otherwise of Mar- 
riage, we should degrade it below the -covp- 
ling of beasts, in which yf€ frequently obsi^j^ 
some. sort of affection ;and |;ood-wUl ii^ the 
mates to each Mher. When t)ierefore> thfi 
soul (loth not find m^ matrwopjr. that ;sweot 
agreement which it 9f>ug|it:» ^o iU matched, a 
pair liye gather 4i^ the misery and hardshjp 
Qf a prison^ t^ iij the c^prnfort of , si^fiety. 
ScJemn oatl^,,i|.,ejither du.theipf elves if^ror 
per, or tending to the prejudice of .4 third 
party, are capable of a dispensation; and 
hath not the marriage covenant a good right 
to'thi^iikbie%vdui^? Not wii! it 'signify any 
'^^- '' G3 thing 
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thing to answer here, that unhappy matches' 
are feud on men by Divine Providence, for 
the trial and exercise of their patience. For 
diseases and other calamities are most cer- 
tainly sent from Heaven ; and yet the appli- 
cation of human remedies was never forbid- 
den in such cases/' But may the wound be 
spared^ and hence the reluctant remedy pre- 
vented. 



^^ The knot which we endeavour to tie too 
tight,"^ says the celebrated Rosseau, " breaks;'* 
^* it is the same,'* adds he, " in marriage, 
when we endeavour to give it more strength 
than it should hare: ' The fidelity which it 
im))0sjes on both sides is the most sacred of 
^1 laWs; but the' power it gives each over 
the other is too great Constraint and love 
go 511 together, and pleasure will not be 
cottimandied." 



There can scarcely be a doubt,, that the 

weighty 
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weighty Gonsequ^ncai, of the matnmo^ial 
ofalig^oxi has discouraged not a few .frntn 
venturii^ on it; the . manacles^ .whieh are 
forged at the altar, for the f»ri€»t to put os^ 
have determined many not to approach him 
on that occasion; and as if they had bem 
found in the ^nd^'ori/^ of cases to be somewhat 
^Uuig and oppressive) the contract is nol 
usually m9|de without some perturbation, in 
both ; hut the balance ,of courage is evideiltly 
in favour of the ladies, and to theif credit be 
it mentioned, they are in. other respects better 
drilled for the ceremqijies of that office; 
while the bridegroom, alas! in the midst of 
affected gaiety, of nuptial equipments, and 
comforted by the cheerful attendance of his 
friends, has not unfrequently betrayed more 
wildness . of look, agitation of person, and 
tremulousoess of voice, than sometimes can 
be discovered in the deportment of him, who 
is about to meet his final doom on the awful 
platform ! 



To 
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.♦ To overcome 'such iitisuitable {>anicks as 
mudb ftft possible, kt the encouraging vilfw 
of codijtfgd blii^s be ^herishied in thge beart; 
and^^fbt-^sbdesitable an end, 1^ 'the mieans' 
rf arttaitting it, be assiduously cultivated, ft 
tra* ia Wise 4«rd' trae 6bt(erira^ion of PIutartk% 
; ^-'iTlfat vesadia which are compacted' of diverts 
|^s,iol- gltfed togetlier ^ifj diVew piect^y 
iviU, affe^'fif^'t, :by fei^ry* bruise ^'^^faflf^, be 
easily iwokeh id'pieces j But ^ftieii ^they are 
rtreb^hen^d by-tt^ct ori:ime; Ji Vill faevery 
liif d to tear thefa asundei\^ '.THis'^ilrservation 
is partictilarly ^excelleht, as It aj](plies to ma- 

^ Chas^ly in marriagfe Is" aWa^ Very* salutary 
prescription fot lasting^Vespekit *and' adnii- 
ratioh. Mafritige, which is si i'eihedy Hgaihst 
iifilpure desires, should not bte 'made the bcca^^ 



«« These 
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• ** These violent delights have violent ends, 

*' And in their triumph die ; like fire and powder, 

*' Which, as they kiss, consume. The sweetest honey 

** Is liiathsome in its own delieidusness, 

■< And in the taste confounds the appetite : 

** Therefore love moderately ; long love doth so ; 

** Too swift arrives as tardy ^ too slow.'* 



Love and salacity are different passions, 
the one is refined, the other gross : amiable- 
ness alone can iniSpire us with the former; 
the most despicable wanton can provoke 
the latter. 



Pathers and Divines of old, and Philoso- 
phers themselves, agree iu their censures of 
extravagant propensities, and tell us that 
marriage should be serious, seasonable, cir- 
cumspect, and mixed with severity; and 
that an intemperate man in wedlock, differs 
but little from an adulterer.t From the pen 

of 

* Romeo and Juliet, A61 ii. Scene 6. 
t Adulter est uxoris propria Booator ardentiorv 
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of an Apostle we are commanded to mortify 
inordinate affection. A lewd Christian is a 
solecism in the language of Scripture : even 
the license of ynedlock can never protect him 
against the charge of uxorious 9emuality. 



Op a subject of such general interest as 
that of the present Essay, ve have thus far 
enlarged : it is tiine, however, nqw to finish; 
and in whatever concerns the marriage state 
a good conclusion is most devoutly to be wish* 
cd. " Let no evil mter^'' was a motto placed 
over the doors of the married Greeks.; — MaV 
such a sentiment be cherished in the heart, 
iiTadiate the countenance, and be seen in the 
whole deportment of those, whose duty and 
happiness are so essentially connected with it 
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ESSAY III. 



SEBUCTIOJV^ 



Seduction, that distressing word, which 
claims our present attention, means the art 
of tempting, deceiving, and c(M-rupting. 

The institution of marriage, which has 
already been recommended as the honourable 
provision for satisfying the demands of na- 
ture; from a false principle of education is 
so wrongly understood by the youthful fair, 
that it would be considered as the extremity 
of boldness to intimate their own wishes, and 
a proof of indelicacy not to turn aside from 

H the 
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the first overtures^ which may be made to 
tftem on the subject of hiatrimony. 

Their ^^Mpensities ai^e, perhaps^ equal to 
those of men^ though their resources are very 
diiFerent. -Men, from their engagements iti 
the world, from a disregard to those restraints, 
which in tht character of a woman must be 
inviolable, have their desires moderated, or 
else they take another course, and are im- 
paired through habits of intemperance. 

Wornen,^; on the contrary, by. more seden- 
tary and sober lives, and by fewer avocations 
of the mind, are particularly left to solitary 
and strengthened imagination, while the in- 
dulgence of it, except in legal wedlock, 
would be fatal to their honour. It cannot 
therefore be sufficiently deplored, that this 
best remedy against Seduction, is to the most 
lovely part of creation, so encumbered with 
prohibition. 

The 
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The iaclination from ImAg thusr persecu-. 
ted/ is not lessened, but aggravated: and if a 
criminal gratification be entirely withstood;, 
too frequently it happens, that the mind sinks 
into dejectiop, or the body pines with di$e^(. 

In opposed marriages, it is further obvious, 
that the person loved, if not himself restrain- 
ed by noble sentiments, must have much. 
ascendency, if not opportunity, to become 
the seducer; and when that is effected, too 
many are the hateful instances, that the lovely 
victim is first slighted, and then abandoned 
to every distracting bitter thought; to brood 
over that disgrace she cannot hide, that 
contempt and misery which are the sure 
companions of it. Even parents themselves 
will inme the broken reed and plant thorns 
on the bed of contrition and of pain : where 
barbarians would have shed the tear of sym^ 
pathy, they have hardened their hearts; 
instead of grievously reflecting on them-? 
selves, how instrumcAtal to seduction their 
H 8 severity 
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severity might have been, and gradually 
raising up by the tenderest aiiection a f&Uen 
daughter, it is too oftpti seen, that by ill- 
timed reproaches, cutting remonstrances, jiri- 
placable Mrrath, a^d utter abandonment^ 
many a child, against whom temptation has 
triumphed, has been given up to the scorn 
of the wofld, who might have been a reco- 
vered jewel tp society, had defamatio^ been 
less industrious, particularly from her awfi 
sex, and if others h^d us^d caution and cle- 
mency. 

The titles of many who liave sallied iofsSh 
to eat the precarious, loathapnte bread of 
prostitution, and that only during the mi^ 
serable tprm of a diseased and contracted 
life, would bear an affecting testtmooy to 
the truth of these observations; and though 
bad examples, habit, and necessity, may have 
altered the first feelings of contrition and 
dejection, yet the spark, the vital spark of 
reflection^ is not altogether e:itinguished! a 

seriousji 
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serioui, but 90 ai^tioiiate appeal to their 
disreputable «i«ud>tions, will seldom fail to 
penetrate them with remorse : and though at 
other times the semblance of gaiety may be. 
put on;. yet tberfe is a tender interv^^ iji, 
which the heart will bleed, when the tear, 
will start! 

Unhappy pilgrims! they cannot but re- 
member what they so lately were, and feel 
with poignant distress the situation into, 
which, by one culpable act, they now are 
reduced, banished from their native homes, 
deserted by their betrayers ; their rivals hoot 
at them with the triumphant hiss of malice, 
and those, who had envied their superior 
attraciions, are Inow delighted to point at 
them with most fastidious disdain: thu» 
neglected by friends, persecuted by enemies, 
and despised by the world; a deplorable mul- 
titude of unhappy females, beautiful and 
lovely daughterly, who gladly would have 
rf^turned, had that been perpaitted^ as hum- 
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bled patents to the bosom of parental cle- 
mency, are now prowling about the streets;, 
and at length sjxe : become so degraded in 
their own estimation, so destitute of hope, > 
and so hardened by practice, that reflec- 
tion is abandoned . and their manners are 
dlesperatc.* 

Will parents then, who ought to be the 
guardian angels of their daughters happiness, 
^^ to drop a tear on their frailties^ and bht them 
put for ever,"" will they, by the bitterest in- 
vective 



♦ The writer of these Essays has often wished that in every 
city, town, and country, some sort of large manufectory were ; 
established, capable of employing both sexes, in whatever 
department they could be found most nseful ; where, on ex. 
pressing a desire to work, they should be welcomed, clothed^ 
^ and fed, and no questions asked. Such an asylum, under 
suitably modifications and proper laws, would produce the • 
most salutary effects, by receiving, the outcasts of society^ 
who, wiihui character cannot be supposed to get employ- 
ment, and are hence left to the vilest alternatives : in this instii 
tution the most abandoned might be fed, concealed, and 
what is of moment to the interests of policy, virtue, and reli- 
gion, and moreover should be the design of all laws, they 
mi^ht here, after proper probation, recover lost characters, 
they might be r<f/i^rOTri/ 
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vective and implacable severity, resolutely 
consign their own offspring to present wretch- 
edness, and imminently expose them to eveiy 
.future ill? 

Can parents thus survey the fair image ot 
themselves, without emotion and without 
forgiveness ? Will they not recollect > the 
doted innocence of the cradle, how many 
times their eyes have gazed with proud de- 
light on that, which is now transformed intp 
the object of their aversion and their scorn ? 
Will they not, with frantic readiness acknow- 
ledge the thousand pleasures of budding 
youth? and yet can none of these disarm the 
parent of his rage, and sweetly work upon 
the heart to make him spare and love the 
child? Yes, resentment can hold out no longer! 
With affectionate grasp he presses to his 
bosom the lovely penitent, mingles his tears 
with hers, seals the happy pardon on her 
quivering lips, and with godlike tendemes, 

bids her to sin fio more. 

Prevention, 
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iPfevcntion, however, against this painful 
conflict, against the overthrow of female 
honour, should in every part of education 
and habit of life be most religiously con- 
sulted. 



A total ignorance of the world, may ki 
many instances be equally hurtful to the 
cause of virtue, as too great a familiarity 
with it* On the other hand, those of dis- 
cernment and experience are apt to presume 
on these protections; but the fever is caught 
before it is feit, and poison may be received 
into the stomach, before the patient is aware 
tliat he has swallowed it Chastity runs 
sttflScient hazards without unnecessarily rush- 
ing &rth into temptation, or playing with 
\ traps that are purposely set to ensnare virtue. 



Among the many incentives to seduction^ 
4hat of Novel reading most assuredly ranks 
as one; not but flowers i^ay sometimes be 

selected; 
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seleetei; but weeds, pernicious fatal weeds, 
too oftea overrun the garden; the fruit, 
deleterious at \b the greater part, disguises 
itself in the exuberance of leaves : the main 
drift of such writing is to interest, to agi- 
tate, and to convulse the passicms, and is 
but tpo prone, by a sympathy of sentiment 
to lead the mkid astray ; if such reading does 
not disgust and tire by its usual bombast 
aad inau^, it effects on the Juvenile rea* 
der, wha(t the hot4>ed does to the. tender 
plant t and gives a dangerous precosity of 
sentiment; the notes once taught, a desire 
to play on the instrument will naturally 
succeed. 

Hie Very mummery of tale, which sivindkd 
tears from the eyes, and transport from the 
heart, whi^h gave sensations it coidd hot 
relieve, has left a train of giinpowdei: ill thfi 
mind, and, in such a manner, that one ehanc6 
spark of fire might be sufficient to blow up 
refutation, and make a bankrupt of virtue. 

i An 
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An elegant writer* thus expresses himself 
on the subject : — " We consider the general 
fun of Novels as utterly unfit for you. In- 
struction they convey none: they paint 
scenes of pleamre and passion altogether 
improper for you to behold, even with the 
mind s eye : their descriptions are often loose 
and luscious in a high degree : their represen- 
tations of love between the sexes are almost 
universally overstrained: all is dotage, or 
despair; or else ranting swelled into bur- 
lesque. In short, the majority of their lovers 
are either mere lunatics, or mock-heroes/* 

Against compositions, which are thus high- 
ly seasoned for the pruriency of appetite, 
some restriction should be made; and with- 
out abridging the liberty of the press might 
be attempted. A suitable taxation on these 
writings might operate as a very salutary 
check to their daily inundations; the in- 
terests 

* Vfde Fordyce's Semons to Young Womeiu 
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tercsts of virtue would bence be better 
secured, while publications of taiUtjf wpuld 
have a fairer chauce of circulation, and to 
the revenue of tjie country it might be made 
a som'ce of ^vant^ge. 

The lubricity of conversation, and the dal- 
liances of married people, in the presence of 
the young, the beautiiul, and the susceptible, 
have likewise their evil tendencies: so dan- \ 
gerous did th? wisest apid greatest Romans 
consider this, that Mamlim was struck from 
the list of Senators, for daring to salute his ; 
wife in the p];esence of daughters ; they ima- 
gine4> that even a kiss might lead the mind 
into an ^ssocia^on of improper thougjhts, j / 

To the eye of fastidious delicacy much 
ofence has been ^ven, by the loose and 
thin apparel of our modem fair: but this 
pen shall not joii;i in the common ensure. 
It is natural and it is also cqmmendablje in 
' 12; women 
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women by every virtuous endeavour to vin the 
admiration of men; a pleasing styte of dress 
much contributes to it;; and when tl^at does 
not oppose the sanction of custom, they are 
entitled to our thanks: an^ even in those 
instances where th^ modesty of nature may 
seem to fe^. oy^leap§di by ei^citim^ d^sg^st, 
tibe poi^n th^t fptig^ b^ de^igW^ ^ 9Gr 
(Oflttp^nsed M^th its pf<;^r an^te^ 

Except only that unnatural dix^ortion of 
h^ajr, which cnce so becomingly adorned the 
head in easyflm ; the present mo^e of f^mrnle 
attire is not more elegant iki app^ance, 
iJian friendly to health; and in every re^ 
fpect iar more captivatmg thau^ l^e Wad^ 
ding and buckram garments, which once 
werQ. suffered to eq^vflop the fairest work 
ofcrjeatiQn! 

1 

^* entity,* say? Rou?scau, ** is a ^cHcipus f 

virtue to a handsome woman who has an | 

elevated 
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elfvftted soul WMfep she seas all the woild 
at ker feet, she triumphs over all ai^i over 
herself: she erects in her own heart 9. throne^ 
at thf foot of whieh every- thing pays her 
iioinag?^ The self denials are tfan^i^t, but 
t2ieir tfW9xd i% lasting. Purity^ k maintained 
b^ it9elf, tho desires, aiwaysi curbed^ aie, 
aeeuirtottied to, sf^ing up noi more; and 
temptations ave midtq»lied only by the. cuih 
torn of giving way tp them. Nothing ia 
despicable that tends to preserve purity ; and 
little precautions preserve great virtues." 

3f $wch. lECre the. resolutions of all lovely 
IKOmeAi thfiy wpuld gain a double conquest! 
i)^ pn:ms which had gained the first, 
tjroul4 be gnar^d ftom assanlt by the^riji- 
^^^ vi^is^ had obtain)^ the second : then 
in4eedi woiil4 nven approach, with conscious 
reverence, thqse. brilliant suns; not to par- 
take of illicai wwnath, but to indulge in 
sentiments of chastest admiration. 



Obscene 
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Obscene books and prints generate itnd 
m&amCy m no small degree^ impure desires; 
and to guard against other causes of seduc-. 
tion, it should be the serious attention of 
those who preside over the seminaries of 
lemale education, that not only the lessons/ 
but the stiictest examples of chastity be 
enforced: for this purpose, the coiiduct 
dp teachers should be seasonably noticed,; 
and the accustomed famUarity of servants 
trith the pupils, ought strictly to b^ pro- 
hibited* 



Another cause of seduction must be im- 
puted to the few employments that are 
reserved for women; and it is much to be 
lamented, that there is not a more extensive 
choice for themj but when we see that 
even these very few a^re invaded by -men,* 
reproach cannot so sharply be levelled 
against the victims of seduction* 



So 
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So gteat a nursery for vice is idleness, that 
Sdion^ the wise Athenian Legislator, made 
a law against it The Egyptian^ j-equiis 
every person to be of some business. Among 
the Turks, (the Grand Signior \dmse\f not 
excepted), every man must have a trade. It 
is a maxim among the Jews, ^< He who 
teaches not his son a trade, teaches him to 
be a thjef f hence likewise the truth of 
the proverb, which says, "That the Devil 
tempteth every one, but an idle person 
tempts the Devil :" in the opinion of that 
eminent Judge, Sir Matthew Hale, " The 
prevention of poverty, idleness, and a loose 
and disorderly education, even of poor chU- 
dfen, would do more good to this kingdom 
than all the gibbets, whipping posts, and 
gaols in it, and would render such sort of 
discipline less necessary and less frequent.'' 

To exclude women therefore from various 
departments of industry and trade, for which 

they 
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tiiey itiay be eqindty qualified as meii^ and iu 
matty rcspe<rtB better, is not oidy uiyust a^d 
impolitic^ but by thus exposing to maay t<i 
idieixie68 and waat^ tt griey<>ualy swells the 
catalogue of seductioiL 

But let not the seducer hettce frrcsume to 
apologize for his depravity, and still less to 
exult and triumph in his conquest: trhife 
every compassionate eye surveys with acutest 
grief the wreck of virtue, accusatioil flies on 
indignant wings to him, who perpetrated the 
ignoble act, and pours on his guilty head the 
vengeance of her fury! 

^Vhen despoiled of her honour by the 
base arts of a perjured suitor, blame not 
woman too severely for the dismal cbnse* 
quences which sometimes attend it: by man 
sh^was betrayed, and therefore, on man she 
plots revenge; or as MiUwood^ in het defence 
to Thorcwgood, for her perfidious conduct to 

Barmvell, 
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Barnwell, with air the energy of txuth/ thus 
expresses herself : 



*' Women by whom you, arc the source of joy^ 

*' With cruel arts you labour to destroy : 

" A thousand ways our niin you pursue, 

** Yet blame in us those arts first taught by you. 

*' Oh I may from hence each violated maid, 

" By flattering, faithless man betray'd, 

** When robb'd oi innocence and virgin fiune, 

•* From your destruction raise a nobler name, 

**^ To right their scx^s wrongs devote their minfly 

<^ And future Millwoods prove to plague mankind.'^* 



Among the Athenians it was enacted by 
Soton, that the man A^ho ravished a free 
woman, was fined a hundred drachms; he 
who only enticed her, tweaty drachms, or, as 
some mention, two hundred; for it was con- 
sidered a greater injury to corrupt a woman's 
mind than her body ; but the man who forced 
a free virgin was to pay a thousand drachms ; 
and whoever deflowered one was obliged to 
marry her. Nearly the saime good discipline 
did the Jewish laws enforce: the man who 
decoyed and seduced a virgin with them, was 
ic oblige4 

•• George Barnwell, Aft iVr** 
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oMgcA to pay the fatliep fifty shdseb of sH- 
verj for so sacred and so honourable was 
chastity considered among the Jews, that if 
a man mairied a woman who had iiot the 
proofs of innoceme, ©¥l complaint of the hus^ 
tandto'the father, the damsel was brought 
to the door of her fathers h<w*8€5, and the men 
of the city w^re allowed to stone her to 
death; but if a man by absolute violence had 
seduced a damsel, she was exonerated from 
the- imputation of guilt, and the paan, in 
such a case, was punished with death. Adul- 
tery,, which is a species of ?aore criminal ser 
ductkm, was conskJered by tliem so grievous^ 
^ sin, that they pimifih^d bcith the mai^ and 
the womajft ^ith death ; for f ach of tbenv 
^a& b?ougHt mt^ to the gate of the qity for- 
th^ puxpo^,. and ^fymd mth ^tonei^ 

Adultery, except only that kind^ whiah. 
■^as freqjuent i^ 3i^«Eue pajta of Gf^^cofr W*S 
CPQ3idejr^ as a. vw>»% flagiti<ni3 mme* 
- ^ LycurguSy 

* Digitized by Google 



Lycurgus^ the Sjpartan kw-girer, tells m^ 
that the best cs^pedient against jealousy, was 
to allow men the mutual freedom of each 
others' wives : this he made a very commend- 
able piece of liberality; laughing at thogp 
who thought the violation of their beds such 
an insupportable affront, as to revenge it by 
murders and Cruel wars. 

One of the Athenian punishments for this 
crime, was to put out the eyes of the 
adulterers, depriving them thereby of thos6 
organs which first admitted the incentives 
of lust: they were likewise exposed to other 
severe and dreadful punishments. 

Oh Seduction f what hast thou done! thou 
hast barbarously severed the daughter from the 
parent, and the parent from the daughter; thou 
hast separated friends, and made desolation 
in families; thou hast committed duels, sui- 
cides, and murders: thou hast filled the 
K a streets 
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streets with pitiable wretches, instructed 
gamblers, emboldened highwaymen, and di- 
rected the forger's pen: thou hast crowded 
gaols, and furnished gibbets ! if punishment, 
therefore, as it ought to be, was proportioned 
to the offence, how striking, how effective 
should be that of the Seducer! 

The chastity of woman is her all! if by 
insidious arts, a man has injured that, every 
possible restitution in his power, should 
strictly be demanded* 

In the Diocess of the Isle of Mann, there 
is a law by which, if a single woman prose- 
cutes, a single .man for a rape, the Ecclesi- 
astical Judges empannel a jury; and if they 
find him guilty, he is so returned to the 
temporal courts, where, if that guilt be con- 
finned, the deemster delivers to the woman 
a rope, a sword, and a ring; and she has it 
in her choice to have him hanged, or behead- 
ed, 
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cd, or to marry him.* In other eccle^atical 
jurisdictions of England, tlie culprit is not 
placed in such dismal Jeopardy. 

The common laws of our country are how- 
ever justly severe against all those, who in 
the accomplishment of seduction resort to 
foul measures; and in many other cases, 
award suitable damages; but in ordinary 
seductions, the ruined maid is too frequent- 
ly left to bewail her own credulity and exe- 
crate the memory of her base delinquent: 
instead of applying the sword, the rope, or 
the ring, at the option of the injuredy it is left 
to the choice of the injurer, in case of bas- 
tardy, whether he will give security to pro- 
vide for the child, go to gaol, or prevail on 
the woman to marry him. 

Those, who are accustomed to officiate at 
the altai*, cannot but painfully regret, that 

they 

• ri^ The life of Dr. Wilson, Lord Bishop of Soior and 
Mann, by Cnatwell^ vol. 1.— also, Feltham's Tour through 
the Island of Mann, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



they Mxe re^m^S to read the pur^ ^ni ^afenm 
marrkge semce <m m raaay dwrda^fy ^nd 
forced occasions, of what e^fi kfKiwfi by the 
name of " Parish Weddings:'' their short but 
t»e liistoty is this :-*- 

A woman, who, by appearances^ is likely 
to become chargeable to t^ parish, is called 
i^fotk to swear to the i^ther : it may be, that 
aware of this matter, he has absconded; a 
warrant is issued out egakist him, and hd 
is apprehended; if tiie culprit cannot give 
security, or iaademnify the demands of the 
parish, nor consents to many the woman, to 
gaol he must go ! if afterward he becomes plia^ 
hit in confinement, he must remain there tin 
a license is procured; then the dismal wretch, 
reeking from his prison and the fumes of 
drink, under the vigilant eye of an overseer, 
or the constable, is safely guarded with 
his teeming partner to the sacred altar, and 
for what? for the purpose of holy matri- 
mony? ratlicr let it be said, what in realty 

i» 
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i^theftct; that it is done with the express ^ 
desig£i of ridding one parish from a proba* 
bility oi charge J and throwing it elsewhere! 

If such kind of disreputable marriages, ra- 
ther of civil obligation than of voluntary act, 
were permitted to be ratified by some other 
legal contract, the intention of them would be 
equally answered, and what is of greater 
consideration, the pure and awful service of 
the chxrrch, scr differently intended, would 
be rescued from that gross pollution and 
barefaced ridicule; to which, at present, it is 
sa notoriously exposed; 

Such a distinction of ceremony in solem- 
nizing honourable propensities, and in merely 
legalizing those that were otherwise, might 
inoreover have a salutary tendency to disposi^e 
those that were concerned^ to resort to church, 
' before appearances hindered them from receiv- 
- ing in it, the more honourable badge of matri- 
mony; 
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mony; but which yet exposed them to the 
coercions of another form of engagement. 

Those of suitable condition in life, who 
refused to atone by wedlock, as much as 
possible, for the crime of seduction, ought, , 
beyond the parochial demands, to pay a fine 
to the state, for the injury which its public 
morals had sustained 

Imperfect as may be these, hints, they are . 
thrown out with much humanity and difli- 
dence ; with a view of preventing the increase 
of illegitimate children, who are vei^ unde- 
i^ervedly the objects either of scoff or neglect, 
and too frequently of botl^. These sugges- 
tions however, are principally intended to 
check the licentious growth of Female 
Seduction! * 
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ESSAY -IV. 



> ijfrlg tfli^y^— JiMja • 



pRinE. 



J[N all animals that are capable of giving 
tokens of pride, the advances of it may be 
seen, nearly in regular progression, accord-' 
ing to their utility and comeliness in the 
work of creation* Man, who is the. most 
excellent of all, has consequently the greats 
est share : not that he is proud as a sptckSy but 
only as an bidhidual; he does not gratify him« 
self in this passion, by making a comparison 
of his superiority with other orders of ani* 
mais, but only as it applies to his felloW 
creatures. 



?ride 
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Pride, which has its origin from inordinate 
self-esteem, betrays itself on different occa- 
sions, with endless variety of shape : if it be 
considered(YS;the aQ|ag||ni|(lofi0ni(iMe«f and 
the exciting cause of generous and heroic 
deeds; it is not jJk .jlyuf^^gss of the nioralist, 
when the effects of that passion are salutary 
to the interests ^npan|t^d,„to examine with 
severity the principles which produced them : 
it is only when jfiiae'fmorduly balanced by 
other affections, and so becomes the engine 
af oppresi^ion and injustice; it is the ahisccf 
pride \vhf(ih Calls f&r the scourge of t-eprrof; 
then iidieed it becoihes a niost formidable 
tice, aAd of such a {Peculiar nature, that those 
t^rho* fScJ^ it strongest m themsdvts are the 
i&osiifltoleiantof Itm'ofift^s^ ' * ' • 

^- ' « • ,..-.: . . • ^ •• ... • ... ...^. r . 

,§0 much did thi& sort of pride rcigii among 
the^%st Philosophers, fh^ they, could easily 
^sc^c|L it in .each other,, but would not ac- 
knowledge the existence of it ih themsetyes^' 
hence Diogenes said, " I tread upon Plato^s 
;ll:i vain 
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^nM^dg^tQ whom Plata repKed, '' Q Dkh 
^meiy how much piide ^ost thou discover w 



Another PiiHtelipiiicr M^ ite ^msdl, 

wherein Plato's vomit lay^ said, ^^ I see 
jPAi«9> .cholpr^ Wt J'do»'t SCO his pridej** 
jtatimatifity thereby^ that? Platos fridc wtf 
too deepfy roote4 to he^ brought up, Eavy^ 
h^red, and malice, %ht^ m her behalf; W 
hy an tfltel which clearly proves her swa)^ 
she pers.wdeth ev^n the mildest of all pasp 
sions to be subservient to her worst designs; 
and so absolute in authority^ that she has 
turned love into hatred, and pity into fuiy. 

. Av»ri«i<His men have bee^ so much coiv- 
yvtatA by Prt4^ th^. Hv have even beeQ 
piniiga) u hfr shrii^ Ambition itself, to 
please revenge, has trampled upon diadems : 
Stride xeigus as weU among people that itre 
civilised as among bart^arians; and where 
she has not introduced the musket a^d the 

swoyd, 
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sword, she' has employed the boW i^^the 
arrow. Men, women, andchiUten, in eveiy 
age and nation, have been tormrate4 by this 
passion, and all the rights of nature have 
.beenvi<ridte4«tJier«£oi1itiaii8» . . 

r • ' • . 

^. Ix .. . 

^ Analyze every kind of evil, ana howeter 
'artfully it may be disguised in the compound, 
'yet, pride will be detected as a coostituent 
part From the proudest genealogy, to the 
iiumblest descent, and in every eondHion of 
life, none are free from its dominion. 

The boast of ancestry which claims so 
great a share of superiority, alas! what is it? 
the language of Marm to the Romans, when 
they hesitated to appeiht' Mm to ttie rank of 
Oenerkl, merely m acd5uxit 6f his i^iin/^tMH 
atiswers that question in the folio Wing^ words : 

' *^ I submit to- your judgment Romans,* 

• ■ «• • «. 

says the incensed Marim^ ** on 'which sid6 
•* . ■ ' ' ■ • ' " ■' . 

the advantage lies, 'when H comparison i* 

made 
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JBa«# ^ between Patndan ktii^htii^bsir, aiid 
^lelieiaii esqierieiice;. They are pleased t0 
slight my mean birth; I despise their mean 
Idmraoters* Want of Iriiib and :fortune 19 
the objection against jne: want of personal 
w<Mth agsonst them. 

" But are not all men of the same species? 
What can make a diiFerence between one 
man and another^ but the endowments of 
the mind? The glory of ancestors casts a 
light, indeed, upon their posterity, but it 
only serves to show what the descendants 
Are: it alike exhibits their degeneracy and 
their worth: they airogate to themselves 
lionours on account of the exploits done 
l>y their forefathers, whilst they will not 
i^ttow itie the due praise for performing the 
veryr same sort of actions in my own per- 
son. He has no statues, they cry, of his 
fenuly? He can trace no venerable line of 
Ancestors! What then? Is it a matter of more 
praise to disgrace one's illustrious ancestors, 

than 
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k\an to become tfiustninafc By Mif«i0«hi^Mi 
behaviour? What, if I can shnwn^jfyiwi 
^ my faimly? | cat^'sbbw Ihestandsidi^ %bt 
irmour, and tbei tcafpugtf . #hich:l tsiyidf 
halve Ukeft ^fkfn:tbe vahqui^fi. I catt 
show the scars of those MrdiAd^. vUdl J 
have received by facing the .enemies of my 
country! These axe my atatues! These are 
the honours I boast, of; not leffc me by inhe? 
ritance as theirs, but , earned by, toil, by 
abstinence, by valour, amidst .plouds of dust 
and seas of bbod." 

In this resolute aqd dignified manner did 
M^i^y while accusing otheni of prid^ molt 
strongly reveal. )ms' Qwn:,and this haiigl^ 
ness of mind was jpotojciwsly .^vijii^ p^ 
subsequent conduct, for M^g^ibe^ G0iMa| 
government, Kome never :jdtaui»36d skwap 
powerful md cruel tywnt . - , - 

" . • ■_:._'•" 'i 

If the flftme of pride bla<e» with p«c«li»i 

f^ow in the mansions of w^aJth^iftdtitte,; >» 

it 
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4t Ttif^ber^ that m the tenetneirts of 
-obMorlty and uiBigencc; it is not exitixh 



It is^d of a poor woman in Spsun, that ia 
company with three of her children, she went 
begging from door to door. Some French 
merchants oiFeredi from motives of compas- 
i»on, to take the eidest of her sons into dieir 
service: but she refused thehr kmdness wit& 
^dain, scorning^/ as she said, that her family 
liiould be disgraced by servitude: for poor as 
^flicy all then appeared to be, he might live 
*o be one day King of Spain, 

M^y are the anecdotes both of ancient 
and modem times which might be related tD 
expose the folly of those more ridkolous 
branches of pride which feast on the vanity 
'of person, or the ostentation of dress. Even 

^1h nM fhe blooming attractions of look 

wad fignre;. tiie human fiame is a mass of 

conaptipiir atyi isable every moment to be 

/ assaulted 
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assaulted by diseases which afe loithsome to 
the eycy and offensive to the smell! cwcern* 
ing the pride of clothing, the wise Solon told 
Cfxesus, who appeared before him in robes 
of costly magnificence, that peacocks and 
pheasants were dressed with superior bril- 
liancy* 

• ■ ,♦ 

Th^ splendour of apparel is not however 
always a criterion of the pride of him, who 
wears it: the affected contempt and actual 
negligence of a decent exterior, more fire; 
quently points out the character, where that 
passion has taken muck deeper root i for tp 
many an arrogant sloven of the present day, 
may justly be applied the reproof of -focr^^e^ 
to Antisthenes, " I see thy mnity through the 
Jioks of thy coat? 

Even of mental accomplishments in the 
highest .perfection, which have the be,st 
xlaim to challenge admiration and swell the 
.heart witkpride/thosewho in re^^ty.gossess 
; them, 
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. jtlMqB(.jn-e.ii&vi*l^;tiie <nott:«fl|f}<R^:i%:it 

The wisest man of antiquity jsutfi^^il'^up ^, 
the extent of his knowledge in these pithy 
words, " I know one thing/' says he, which is 
this, " I know nothing-^ yet, alas, pride, that 
parent sin, which was unbecoming man in his 
best estate, he retains in the worst. T3here 
dribbles the idiot, or-?,a^ in a mad*house, he^ 
who, once edified b3;%is wisdom, or charmed 
by his eloquence! — ^look at him, who once 
gave out, " that the stars fell before him, that 
the earth trembled at his presence, and that he 
was the scourge of GodT but where look for 
him? the haughty iongue is condemned to 
eternal silence. This very man* who had 
M expressed 

•• Attila, 
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■ tm f imU '"^ wMi> <o -cattigid his. qani|n€i t s 
Vver t^ #biile worli^ ^nd oflea glutted lib 
• bifflnii^'by dragging^ oqptive langs in. his 
tiain, - Is Mtddoify «hoked by a&' refiuitm. .of 
blood, and that -on. his tinptial, day! j^e 
jmu net wiadefor mm! reflect on this, and be 
nO'loQ9?r proud! 



■^ v/ : ff 



. . • ::k:^ 
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DVEIXJJVG. 



«»^#<4^ 



jThE Celebrated Lord Rochester has some« 
where remarked, ^'ThatdUmmwuldicc^Oh 
ardi ^ they dur$t:^ whether that ohf^atioA 
is founded in truth or error shall not be the 
subject of present investigation: but as a 
general argument^ we will maintain, that if 
a man be naturally void of fear, courage is 
no virtue in him, and if he hm^ he is cot^ 
acious of . cowardice* 

The most courageous among brutes are 

not insensible to the impressiona of fear: 

MS Natural 
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Witt miwtm m^ 
lion is terrified at the crowing of a cock, 
and the Elephant itself is frightened at the 
grunting of i hog.- -^ ' 



Aristotle calls your brave fellows, :wrho seem 
to fear nothing, no|.eveii the artillery of the 
skies, downright fools, r^ar is implanted in 
our natures, and the bravest are subject to it. 
There* was not a more gallant general than 
AratuSj mentioned by Plutarch y yet Jj^e 
never entered upon action without palpifa- 
tibns^of^l^^ar^' and great rehic^ance: arid it 
is said, that Uracias King oi Imcarrey taHea 
fne TrernUkry whose braveiy is well Known, 
was seized men fc violent tremour whenever 
he was going to give battle ; ana said once 
to ms squire, w^ho was artning bim, and en- 
deavounng to ammate him, " Poor many ym 
hicfw but Utile of me. Could my jftesKte sensi- 
ble of the dangers to which my courage will this 
.:.: ^>:^.J v;.-.: z-: - ,. " : ^/^ay 
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There can be no virtue in hazarding life, 
wiiere ^df e* fe' fio ^finse 6tiU vaJufe :' he 6% 
is 1^^ Vwura^us maiij ilio ifeding the in- 
fH^r^nce bfllt^, ai it regaitd^ the i>resent and- 
iUtik6 ^^, is n6t\iiffAsdi ih a good and 
.1^6»Dt(kSl6 ^use> t6 expose himself to the' 
perils of death. The scanda^oiis practice df 
nngle combat, or avenging personal affronts 
15y ^d, ickhiiot idike i tiHucms eknn ^to 
siifefr piinJjTpi^; aftd thertfbre his Ho right 
1^' ffee'lSoiio^bfe iiaine 6f Courage r it was 
jihktteMtb-t^ifeTigi-bes of Greece and iJome, 
^j tit&^^^%^6^gin frbni fimeS bf igUOi^eer ' 

I 

.|lY€n axpong the northern nations which 

tol8f«4* the ttise of duels, they ntged in apo^ ^ 

logy for them, that tlie coemption and vice 

of the nation were beyond the contioul of 

— '^ other 
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even what their law allowed, wi& tiiieiiame. 



'j^f 



That a. custoin so nearly allied to assassi* 
nation should have been suffered %o prevail . 
in a country of civilized manners, is n\^tter of 
a(BtQni|^hipent> regret, and degradatiojgtj .a^d 
if the subject were lesa seriouf;^ we mighj^^ 

add of ridicule s^. ,? . . ■■ ^ 

." ' ' ' 1 

^ The kws of our coiintiy are sujre]^ suffi^ 
cient both in quantity and qualij^ to ggive 
eveiy reasonably sattsfactiqn . to hi)^^, whp^ 
will make it appear that he has bcir& injuw^. 
^y another^.in his honour, his pciyon, jbi^ 
property, his character, his profession r^ fox 

afliots 



* Incerti sumus de judicio Dci, et multos indivimm per 
pugnam une juiti causi suun caunm pcrdevc* Sitd propter * 
consuetudincm gentii nostra LoDgobardorum legem impiam 
vctaye turn ponumuf, . ^ 

t The law provides a vemcdy lor every wiongi 

WooD*a instUuUs* 
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'MtMiU^*3aeB^^ beneath tHe iiotice of thwe 
llmrs, M not Within their cspsdty of jdiacfi* 
minatioiiy'does the duellist demind.the.aavijge 
recompeiise of human blood! 

•Let. the military; man, who apologizes^ that 

:jtfae tttnation he holds, is accompanied by 

;:the occasional necessity of duellings recon- 

-dk, if he can, aa a man oigemme honmir and 

^jnaK* the practice of duellji^ with tlje 

.soknin oath he. has. taken of i^Uegiance^to 

.the Kisfb 1^3 tlM^r, and ffmernmentt rh^t alt 

those who hold rank or departments under 

the crown, make the same application to 

themselves, an4 if they pretend to honour, 

let them take heed to be strictly clear of 

perjury I With the Romans, no man was I 

permitted to pass through the temple of 

honour, till he had gone through the temple 

o€ virtue! among the advocates of duelling 

are 

♦' Vir banttt est quit ? 
' aea^ssiaiHs paasiitii^ qulligvi juraqu^ $crv«t. l.J 

r . Qlcniiif pcccaie boni vlrtutis honoft. 
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Honourabk men, £ite f Ae$^, are for the 

^ l^ater |iart, nt onde. 'the p^^teons <uiidt' tiit^vic^ 

jaxM ^4be pk«ftl ; oui of i«rlikh^tiii»«ieKttpi5 

%ometlung m wonderfidly magMtk, >tfi^ Ift 

-the veiy actton, conftrs hottout tm hkfr "M^^ 

'liad no pna«nsi6ttg td tk befbre, whilr by a 

^ttd <if re-actioii it conreys k peetoifii, -thifc 

'tjhamungly repaid the Itreken^ iitlure hi 

'honoi^ in another. %i» \s caHcd' kmour^ 

th» is called satisfaetim, a^ ^^ n ^'^fle 4s 

•*fwce dp w/Airf m an asiemm^f- * ^ 



' * 'The following story, told by * Mr: ^ewaAl 
"m his anecdotes, places dutellmg/iii a truly 
^ridiculous light: *" Geherarduise'goihg'oVfer 
"one campaign to Flanders, observed a young 
' raw officer who was in the same vessel with 
him, and with his usual humani|:y,j:qjd him, 
that he wouldtak^gggtfei.^gAaing <mii-4y«iduct 
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him to Antviretp, where they wefe boQi going, 
which he accordnigl^ d?d, and then took 
leave of him, Ihe young felloV Was sodA 
told by some arCh rogues, whom he hap- 
pened to fall in with, that he niust signalize 
himself by fighting some man of known cou- 
rage, or else he would soon be despised in 
the regiment. The young man said, he 
knew no one but Colonel Gfuise, and he had 
received great obligations from him. It was 
all one fot that, they said, in these cases ; the 
Colonel was the fittest man in the world, as 
every body knew his bravery. Soon after- 
ward, up comes theyoiing officer to Colonel 
Guise, as he was walking up and down in the 
coffee-house, and began in a hesitating man- 
ner to tell him how much obliged he had 
been ta him, and how sqjisible he was of his 
obligations. "Sir/ replied Colonel Guise, 
" I have done my duty by yoii, and no more.'' 
*' But, Colonel," added the young officer fal- 
tering, « I am told that t must fight some 
gentleman of known courage, and who has 
>j killed 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



kilted aeveral persons, and that nobody" — 
" Oh, Sir/* replied the the Colonel, " your 
friends do roe top much honour; but there 
is a gentleman (pointing to a fierce looking 
>lack fellow that was sitting at one of the 
tables) who has kilkd half the regiment.'' So 
up goes the officer to him, and tells him he 
is well informed of his bravery, and that for 
that reason he must fight him. " Who, 1, 
" Sir?** replied the gentleman : " Why, I am 
JPeal, the Apothecary.'' 

If in defence of duelling it be said that 
the practice operates as a restraint against 
affronting behaviour and preserves decent 
order in Society, it should be mentioned at 
the same time, that well bred men require 
not such a bugbear, and those of a contrary 
description are seldom awed by it: for cha* 
racters of this cast, are naturally most exposed 
to such rencounters, »;id by experience, are 
not only familiarized to them, but acquire 
at the same time superior skill and dexterity 

in 
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in the execution of them; and hence this 
consideration denies very materially, what 
is often urged in favour of duelling, that it 
is to each» equally a fair mode of attack. 
The hoary lecher, who has assaulted the 
character or virtue of a beloved wife or an 
affectionate daughter is suffered to atone for 
that enormity, in taking away the life of 
one, who may be in the bloom of youih^ 
honour, fortune and endearments. Is this 
honour? is this bravery ? is this satisfaction? 
yes, the wwld calls it by such names! but 
tell us, ye seconds^ who like executioners 
attend at the fatal spot to prepare for sq 
foul a speqtacle^ tell us, by the perturbed 
feelings of your conscien<;es, what naqie to 
give the infernal deed { 

" Oh, it is moosimisr monstrouil 

<* Metlw^^tliehi|l««rs8^pqM»uAtMiBCor^^^ 

I^t pot the dignified name of Hmoitt 

<oii^imie to be perverted in its us^ let not 

V^ til? 
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the basest metal pass fpr the purity of gol4:— 
strip from the imposing 4^ th? Urn's skin. 

<< Well, *tis no matter \ ssiys the duellist, HoiKnir pncki me 
on. Y^fty but how if Honour prick me off when I come on ? 
iiovt&fli? Can Honour set ft leg? .No. Or an ^m? Ko.Or 
^e a^ay the giief f^-% ^o\fpA ? Mq. I^piqifr h^th no ^iU 
in^i^rythen? t^o. What is Honour ? ^wprd. What is 
that word Honour } Air : a trim reckoning !— Who hath it } 
He that died o* Wednesday. Doth he feel it? No. Doth 
^C'histfiit f KoL Isk!in»nsiblc theai? Yea, to the dnad. 
3ut will it not live with the ^vip^ : No. Why » DetraOioa 
will not «uff(?r it :.-rtheKefQre I'll none of it. Honour is 
a mere 'scutcheon ; and so ends my catechism.** * 

That cannot be the offsprii^g qf legil^imate 
honour, which originates with injustice, i^ 
nursed by revenge, is perpetrated by stealth, - 
which tennmat^s in cruelty, violates the laws 
of society, and disdains the resentment of 
Almighty Godtl 

Rescue the name of Honour from such 

impioas df gradation, noy suffer it to'gtoss 

• ■' • . ■' '"■ over 

• W-nry IV. 
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pvcr the sai^iMiy act, by givipg to it the 

f* At if they laboured 
To brin|f manslaughter into form, set quarrcliin|^ 
Upontlieheadof Valonr; which, indeed. 
Is Valour xnisbegot, and came into the world 
When s^£ts and fa6tion8 were but newly born : 
He's truly valiant, that can wisely suffer 
The worst that man can breathe, and make his wroi^a 
f^^ <9W^e9 ( tfi viev them like his raknent carelessly^ . 
And ne*ex: prffer his injiirifs to liis heart. 
To bring it ^ntp danger. 
If wrongs be evils, and enforce us kill, 
What folly 'tis to hazard life for ill I »* • 

On gi st|l^.ct of such baleful consequences 
aa thsA^i dufiUing, whidi leaves the deplor* 
4hlar v^ti^ of grief beyond the principals 
-jAuemidvea; it may be of adv^nt^ge to the 
^ign of this esaay^ to bring fcMrward the 
arguments of the celebrated Dr« Souths in 
his small tract " Of Dudting Considered.'' 
^^ He^tliat dies in a duel, says this writer, so 
to tlie earthy that, it is to be feared, he 

falls 

• Timon of Athens. 
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falU much lower; and that the iron enters 
deeper into his soul than into his body^ and 
kills much farther than it reaches. And-this 
introduces the other fatal consec|uence, which 
attends the pei'son.thus vanquished; and 
that is>" 

*^ Peath eternal, When two persons come 
into the field upon such an expedition, they 
defy one another, they defy the laws both 
of God and man, and they defy hell : their 
business i^ which shall send the other to 
that place of misery first. For certainly 
whosoever quits the body with the marks of 
murder and revenge fresh upon his soul, and 
passes firom his conquering adversary to his 
dreadful judge, shall in that world be con- 
demned for a murderer, though it was his Dl 
hap to be murdered in this*'* 

'< Nay» there will lie a double charge of 
murder upon him: namely, for being both 
the, unjust occasion of his own death, and 

the 
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llie designelf of his adversary's: for it is the 
design that makes the murderer, and not the 
event and issue of the action, which are wholly 
contingent and extrinsical to the will fbr, 
shall a man be therefore accounted no mur- 
:derer, because he had less courage, less skill, 
or less luck than his opposite? because his 
purpose was stronger than his arm? or be- 
cause his misguided rapier hit upon a rib, 
and kept the fatal point from the re^ons of 
life, and so gave the adversary opportunity 
to be more sure and mischievous in his 
thrust? All which plea or excuse amounts 
to no more than this, that he would have 
slain his adversary with all his heart, but 
was prevented, and could not** 

.' " I neither will nor dare pronounce any 
thing in limitation of the extent of God*s 
merQT; but this I shall say, that, according 
to a stianding rule and tenor of God's revealed 
will, he that dies in a duel undertook upon 
an unjust cause, affords no ground for any 
t one 
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Qibe to judge that he is sar«d : fbr he Sei ift 
hb $109 diisctiag hi$ svoid to his brother's 
heart; ao that there is nothing but his la^^t 
hteBLth passing between h& muvderoBs iiiten- 
tion> and the final giving up ^ his accoimts 
to God ; before whom he his tto other cause 
to allege for his dying ki thid ifKiEtftier, but 
that he was proud, passionate, or revengeful; 
sad qualifications to recommend a man to 
the tribunal of such a judge f 

"We have seen here the miserable ccfnse- 
qmenoQS that befal the conquered dueller, 
Jjst us now, in the next place, take a survey 
of those that befal the conqueror ; and these 
are three." 

" In case he is apprehended : The law has 
provided that fw hiin, which he did for his 
adversary, but in a more ignominious manner. 
The rope and the gibbet are to be his portion ; 
die he must; and what honour a man wins, 
w saves, by that which gives him an oppor^ 

tunitjr 
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tunity of being hanged, is hard to be iiiiilet^ 
stood; •> but he Ibat mistakes the cart for a 
triumphal chariot or the gallows-tree for a 
triumphal arch, may apply himself to fhe 
dbtainitig such victories as these."* 

'' But, secondly, suppose that he escapes by 
flight; yet then he quits his country, and 
lives a banished man, and like Corn, having 
murdered his brother, he presently betakes 
himself to wander about the world, leaving 
behind him the confiscation of his goods, a 
fomify lamenting, and perhaps starving; and 
some of them peradventure dying for grief^ 
and so foeling the bad infoience of Ida 
action, as reidly, tiiough not in the same 
manner, as lus shun advnrstty.'* 

^' Suf«ly these will be sad acddents to a 
man in cold Uood, when the foiy of his 
jiassion, which abused his reason, and repte^^ 
sented revenge so pleasaift, shall be over, 
and transmit the thing naked to his recovered 
o judgmenl| 
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yiJlgff^ntf to bse coBs^pred aecprdSilg to iu 
led'uspect arid all its sharp evmA^r 

' '" By this tilfije, undoubtedly, he will see how 
much better it hs^i been for him to have kept 
himself quiet and innocent in the peaceable 
c^oyment of his -friends, his estate, and 
country ; than to wander a^ an indigent 
murderer in a 4pt?|.|^ land, fijwi Whence the 
lanse of his ^lt,'the severity of flie laws, 
and the exasperation of the murdered persQil's 
fiends, ready to, pr^^secute tho^$ law$ igAibat 
|W9i omtisa^^te^^y hipi fr^m 4l).t|icmght$ 
of a return.^ ».. . - f - 

. </f.JBirtiai>,'t^i0ii|d ^bA \^%^j^ctt w# tnll 
9uppose the in^.rft II)M!fe!l>eblern ff^itime: 
That he has fought and killed his adversary, 
and » so satisfi^^r ^ ^vm^|?«tfl^D6>ver, 
tHatl^r^ ^ hiAnffirssfaMl^f gstcflit fi^e»il»i 
1#» tP:9la9ii» >is^/#iilrfl«d fo dm^^oma 
Qf^4^e»^opdiip<»ii,4b€ti| <^n.hf9d% h^^^ 

^^itsnrjfec'; outbravei' 
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QUtin-aved, j^i^ aud triuxi^p^ed; over .tl^e 
:hWy -aiid *o< %taads «ecureajj to ajlt^jagp^l 
retribution. Ifat Btillj after. aU this/n^y^nge 
not. ask. cdi^^ernujig such a,u one, i&^l :wdl 
wit)|m ? IfofT fares it witih him ia the ^Qpit 
of^ cpnscieii^e? is ihe ab^ ;to ke^ of^ the 
igrim arFesjts. of. that? Can. he drown the ciy 
^f bloq4 Md bribe his o^rn thoughts to Jet 
fhjm ^.W^?. ', Can he fray xjff j^he vnlture from 
h^s brqastj^.t^iat night i^yd. day is gnawing 
his hearty and wounding it . with^hastljr an^ 
aipazing rt^ections?" _ \ r . ^ ; 

^ ^' Whether it is, that God'has'dbne itfbrthfe 
defence of mens lives, or A^hethef it is the 
unnaturalness of t^e sin, or whatsoever dsfe 
may be the caiise, ' certain it is,' that there "fe 
nothing which dogs the conscience so inces^ 
santly, fastens upon it so closely, and tears ft 
80 furiously, as the dismal sense of blood- 

^iit&iiBss>''^'^-' ' ' ^i::-.: V ^:. ' 

-- -\o-^rb -::'■:: .-/ /.:- :.:; ., .. • ■ .. 

iK gDjBs 9boix% bis bi»^ineto^h6agiQrs his G»p<v^ 
'' o 2 and 



•% ■• 
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and lib joUy company; aad possibly, if he 
jRMight for revenge, be is appfaaided and 
admired hy some ^ if he fought for a mbtiessy 
he h smiled npon for a day. But when, in 
the midst of all his gaieties, his conscience 
diall come and round him in the ear: Sir, 
you are to remember, that you have murdered 
a man, and what is more, you have murdered 
a soul; you have :8acrificed an immortal 
nature, the image of God, and the price of 
Christ's hlood, to a pique, a punctilio, to the 
loves of a pitiful creature, lighter than vanity, 
and emptier than the air: and these are the 
worthy causes for which your brother now 
lies in the regions of darkness and misery, 
without relief, without recovery; an eternal 
sacrifice to a short passion^ a rash anger, and 
a sudden rcyengei** ^^v^ 

^' Now when these reasomngs shall be joined 
with the.considerations of the divjne justice^ 
and the retributions that heaven leserves for 
l>lood; these sad reckonings, that are in stoie 

fop 
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for the succewfiil acquitted murderer : believe, 
it, ndiere these thougiitt dnil lay hold of the 
conscience, tiiey will leave theur marks behind 
them." 

In the Canons and Decrees of the Council 
of Trent, may be seen this salutary law: — 

*^ Let the abominable custom of Duelling 
brought in by the invention of the Devil, 
that by the bloody and cruel death of mens 
bodies, he might accomplish the destruction 
of their souls, be quite exterminated and 
banished out of the Christian World. If any 
Emperor, Kings, Dukes, Princes, Marquisses, 
Earls, or either Tempoial Lords, by what 
name soever they be called, shall grant liberty 
of fighting duels between Christians any 
where within their Dominions, thdy shall 
upon this very account be excommunicated 
And they shall be deprived of the jurisdic* 
tion and government of the city, castle^ or 

place 
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place whereiB> or at /i^hich, tfa^y utiffbred tlifsl 
dud, to be fought^ if thify heid of the chauFc^j 
9iid if tbey be copyholii, th^y shall forthwith 
escheat to this Lords of the Manor. Aofl 
the persons that fought, and those that arc 
called their seconds, shall incur the penalty 
of excommunication, and of forfeiting thclir 
goods and chattels, and of perpetual infamy- 
And they ought to be punished as murderers^ 
according to the holy Canons. And If they 
die in the combat they shall never have Chris-^ 
tian burial. And those who were accessaries 
to the duel, by advising or abetting it, or 
shall, by any way whatsoever, persuade any 
one to it; and the spectators also Ishall be 
liable to excommunication and an e\'erhst- 
ing curse. Any pTivilcge or t^il custom 
whatsoeverj though beyond the intmdry of 
aian, to the contrary notwithstanding:'' • 

It caiindt be too seriously lamented, that 
xfitifose instance:^, where satisfaction is ^Tibt 
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affronts, society hay^^^fif t^ pcmtrived ai6o9B(g^ 
themselves some mode of punishment ade- 
giiate to theifiitufe abd iqxtentof the injifty» 
and such, sui should be ii^flifctedp;n the^qffhnder^ 
ant} him only. For thp protection of pro* 
P^y m^^^ thieves and swindlers there is 
wisely instituted a Guardian Society : for the 
preservation of what is so often misnamed 
Honor^ again$t the assaults of turbulent or 
desperate characters, it would seem, by the 
apology of the duellist, there is no law, except 
in the decision of a bullet. 

To redress such a defect, if that in truth 
were the case, why are not tribunals of 
Honor established in every city, town, and 
country, where referencesi should be made 
on all those points, for which challenges are 
now sent ? Those who were adjudged to be 
defaulters, and refused to comply with the 
terms of satisfaction decreed by an appeal 
to them, ought, with a publicity of their 

names, 
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names, to be exduded from the society of 
the faononUe nd pcaeeaiMct 

If some such metlu>d of redress were to 
have the sanction and patronage of a few 
honorable and irufy coum^^us characters, the 
nmr^fvusfashwn of dueQing, would quickly 
yield to infamy^ the usurped name of 
Hmort 
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ESSAY VI. 



SEUe^MURBEEU 



JlF the world had not given so many horrible 
proofs of this very unnatural sin, human 
reason could hardly be persuaded, that man 
would inflict so barbarous an outrage against 
himself/ 

life, that precious loan from the Ahnighty 
Author, is of sacred and immortal principle ! 
it is an emanation pf Deity! " For God 
created man in his own image^ and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and man became 
a living soulT Will he not therefore be 
p dismayed 
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dismayed to tnake a ferocious attack on that 
which is gf (Uvine original? Will he dare, 
by ruffian violence on his own body, force 
the spirit from its tenement to appear before 
Heaven's tribunal reeking with blood and 
murder? He will — ^he is tired of life ! 

Friends betray and enemies persecute, fear 
and disgrace, poverty and despair^ calamities 
of every description so distract and torture 
him, that under this intolerable weight of 
complicated misery, imagine him to say, that 
he can bear up no longer, and therefore, 
welcomes death as his friend and deliverer; 
43r else, with an arrogant contempt of life, he 
refuses ta hold it, subject to those casualities, 
which are inseparable from mortality; and 
will go on even to applaud the act of self- 
murder, and call it a Roman virtue! but 
though a heathen gloss is. borrowed to vamisH 
over so foul ati act, yet pride, ccfwardkc and 
htfidelity, will be found in almost every in- 
rtance of suicirfe, to have been the real causes. 
• ^ That 
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That -examples of suioide are to be pro- 
duced from theun-chmtiim; world, we readily 
adsifjt; and in caaea of extremifyj self-murder 
was a>nsidered by them as necessary and 
laudable : hence it was, that Demoithenes and 
Hannibal are said to have been constantly 
provided with an effectual poison tp dispatch 
themselves, rather than they would fall into 
the faaodsi pf ^th^ir enemiea. 

Th^ Stoick Philosophers, who considered 
all things to lie under an irresistible necesr 
3ity; wd the Epicureans, who expected no 
future state, consistently with such principles, 
abandoned themselves to these, fatal courses. 

Poets and orators never seem more elo- 
' qu^nt^ than wheii they describe the death 
of CatOf who, not able to endure Ceesar^i 
government, though he had bom with 
Fcim^\ '' plunged a dagger into his breast, 
tore his own entrails, and that h^ might 
taste death, rent his soul from his body, and 

P 2 that 
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that with hb own hands/' The moral 
Scneci^ never spake in higher praise <^ virtue 
than be did of this action; he itnugined 
that all the Godi descended intq ytica to 
consider this spectade. 

JPkfio lu^self, wh^n he oemmands those 
only to be interred in lonesome solitary 
places, and without th^ usual solemnities^ 
who, through cowardice and unmanly ^Cflrr, 
butchered themselves, evidently implies some 
palliation and excuse fbr those who killed 
themselvQSi on very urgent and honorable 
pccaidons: but the unlimited practice of 
suicide was considered, even by the heathy 
as^ opprobrious, and those who were guilty 
of it, except in wiy exfra&rdhu^ instances^ 
fbrfeited their rights to decent burial, and 
HreM clandestinely put iato the ground, for 

« Liquftt mUii cum magoo spc^aste g^udio Peps, cuni 
vir ille acerrimus «ui yindex gla^um caqpa Pf^tofi uA^ 
dum viscera spargit dc anixnam inanu educit. 

Sin. De* Frcvid* c. ii« 

they 
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they vere copsidered as enemies to their 
countiy whose service they deserted; for 
Hfhich r^son 4/^ ^^^ ^^ ^f Telamon^ was 
not according to custom reduced to ashes, 
for it was declared to he a profanation of 
that element to consume in it " the bodies of 

/nuch^ ^ had been their own murderers. 

• » 

' Such then is a brief statement of ancient 
ppinion on the present subject, and so far 
were they from encouraging self-murder, 
that they resented itt.as coward}y and 
pnmanlyf 

To prove that this vice has no claim to 
courage, but partakes on the contrary of 
cowardice as well as pride, it will be sufficient 
to remark, that courage is a virtue which 
supports the mind under a sense of danger, 
iind gives her fortitude to meet it; for want 
therefore of a manly resolution to combat 
against the adversities of life, it happens, 
that men, by suicides, make a mean surrender 

of 
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' of their own existence; and afraid of thdr 
enemies, of confronting the^r accusers^ or 
outliving their disgrace, by sneaking out of 
thp world, they ima^^ne that thpy evade 
such troubles, but these a^^ the impressions^ 
of powardice. 

. To haughty ambitious pride, ^hich cannot 
brook disapppiptment, ^u^t be therefore 
added, this inq)ulse of fear. 

That the self-murderer proves himself t9 
.^ be highly charged with infidelity, is su$ci« 
ently evinced, by the effronteiy of the act. 

Before the deli^rate suicide can effect the 
dreadful deed, either a disbelief in the Pro* 
vidence of God in the aiiairs of the moral 
world, a contempt of his scriptures, an awful 
temerity of running the hazard pf the ^e, 
or a daring presumption of divine pardon^ 
must have strongly influenced the mind. 

The 
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Hie fear of death is implanted in us^ by the 
author of nature, with the wise design of 
exciting a proper solicitude for the pre- 
servation of life: even, subordinate animals, 
influenced by sensations of this kind, and 
without impressions of religion, by carefully 
avoiding whatever erRlangers their safety or 
destruction, strongly declare their aversion t^ 
death, and a due estimation of life. 

On great and laudable occasions, it may be^ 
an act of valour to surmount the fear of 
death, and boldly meet it; bat where life is 
rendered more terrible than death, it then be- 
comes the truest valour to Jive: but the con- 
duct of the suicide provesgthat he has not 
courage so to resolve : overawed by the trou- 
bles of the moment, which he has not spirit 
to resist, nor firmness to endure, the desperate 
experiment of relief is made, and he forcei^ 
on himself a violent death ! 

He, who thus becomes his own executi- 
oner, indfependently of committing so cruel 

an 
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an act a^&»t his own i&ature, tfiiaist We 
doubts coacemkig the veracity of Scriptui^ 
.and of God's govemmcat in the moral world; 
or to spes^k gently of tluff atrocious dieed; f» 
the saJce of avoiding pajas^ wfticfa at« InA 
temporal, fce will take his chaQi^ of those 
which aj-e eternal; or, 5n a bold pte^n»ptioa 
of receiving that mercy, which the sacred 
oracles of truth have every where discoutaged 
him to expect, he will dare to rush, without 
"the appointed summons, into the presence of 
an Almighty Judge ! 

« Ta be, or not to be ; that is the quefllon ; 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to fuffef 
The flings and a^ows of outra|^ous fortune. 
Or to take arms againft a fea of troubles. 
And, by oppofing, end them ? To die— to flcep^ 
Komore ;— And by a flecp to fay we end 
The heartwach, and the thoufand natural ihocks 
That fleft is heir to— 'tis a confununation 
Devoutly to be wilh'd. To die ; to deep— 
To fleep ! perchance to dream : aye, there's the rub! 
For in that fleep of death, what dreams may com^ 
When we have ihuffled off this mortal coil^ 

Must 
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Muse give us pause. .There's.the reipfcctf 
That makes calamity of so long life : 
For who would bear the whips and scorns of time^ 
Th* oppressor*s wrong, the proud man's contumely, 
' . The pangs of despis'd loveji the law's delay. 
The insolence of office, and the spums 
That patient merit of the unworthy takes, 
When he himself might his quietus make 
^ With a bare bodkin } who would fordles bear, 
To groan and sweat under a weary Jife, 
But that the dread of somethiog after death 
(That undiscovered country, from whose bourn 
No traveller returns) puzzles the will, 
And mtdces us rather bear those ills we have, 
Thafi fly to others that we know not of ?'• 

Sufficient of itself is the reasoning of tl^ 
profound bard ^to arrest the thought, and dis^ 
arm* the hand of those, who are plotting^ 
when, and which way to deprive themselves 
of existjBnce, voluntarily to punish with death, 
the turbulence of their own feelings — to ber 
come their own assassins! The comqyssion 
of such a crime, we know, is an act of mad* 
ness; it ought, however, to be remembered^ 
that all are not mad who are guilty of it j but 

n on 
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on this niatttr, it is tlie prerrinctB t)f jurors to 
dctermiiie; they are to give the verdict^ and 
for ^uqh an outmge against the decencies of 
society, mky brder the ghastly coi^s to rot 
with infamy! 

But ^^pare tlie difiuo^ inquisitioipi, thou who 
art sometimes <xmscioos of having indulged 
the dreadful thought of tearing asunder the 
silver cords of lifc^; spare the agonizing con- 
sequences of suck a deed to tho$e, who dearly 
love thee ! save thy memory from a tharge 
so vile ! rebuke the infernal spirit, which 
VhispCFS suicide lib th^ rdtcf— sufitr ktA the 
^tbvoking etietay to takt a^^antage bf t!^ 
Astrad:^d hraili: let faitli ttbt cheat tbee^ift 
tJ^P'tJie precJous hbon bf iifej nfer ' 'decoy, hy 
utty attiiSce, the living prinriple ftwn the 
fti'&it to which it is now afttached, test that 
*&tep^ious' monitor ishould revile the^ aftci^ 
^ari m tifre regions bf unutterable daricnei^l 
l^dr'beai'! oh feirbcar^f thfe bttse d^ignof sui- 
feide' ihd'instairtly JRy the iteaclly instrumwiti 

On 
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On bended knees to Heaven, implore pro* 
te tlkm fwm 1^ GoA of ttrengU^ tbou, who 
art now assaulted with temptation! Open 
that book,. whi(^ never failed to administer 
the sweetest consolation in every instance of 
human miseiy, emd to all, without exception, 
save only the self determined reprobate ! 

Address then that compassionate Father, 
who resides in Heaven^ but still watches the 
tUn^p which arij do?^ en oarthi XQ ?tW<lo|ir 
a^ fpr^ve thee! An invisible h^ wil^ 
presently dispel the cloud, aiad soolq ^4 
thing wxU hiqp^en to theet Jive^ tb^^foif^^ 
and eiyoy iv-livel and 4p good l»ioith«i^ , 
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ESSAY VII. 



LYIJVG. 



There is scaicely to be found dmong the 
various descriptions of mankind, an indivi- 
dual, who, with the errors of his character, 
will allow it to be tainted with the name 
of liar! for in that vice there is something 
so peculiarly odious and mean, that the 
mere charge is no sooner made, than it is 
resisted with violence! Happy would it be 
for society, if the practice of this crime was 
as resolutely abhorred. 

In truthy there is something so truly ami- 
able, that, through her candour and openness, 

she 
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flhe seldom fails to atone for her severity, by 
securing to her votaries admiration and re* 
spect, and by moderating resentment which, 
otherwise had been aggravated. 

Mutual confidence is no less the security 
than it is the happiness of social intercourse ; 
but falsehood lurks in ambush, to impair the 
one^ and destroy the other; like the assassins 
of Cassar, who prostrated themselves at his 
feet, that they might stab him with greater 
certainty, so does falsehood artfully put on the 
lovely dress of truth, the better to disguise 
its base design. 

However successful to immediate purposes, 
lying may appear to be, yet in some most 
unexpected way or other, this paltry refuge 
i? usually detected and as constantly exposed : 

" Of all the vices, (says the celebrated Lord 
Chestei^eld) there is not one more criminal, 
more, mean, and more ridiculous than lying. 

The 
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The end vtt destgn hy H is very ttd^tm 9i> 
cmnplished, for lie$ axe always &«&<) out at 
one tWne or other; and yet tiiere ate p^fsons 
who give way to this vio^ who axe oiJiec^ 
wise of good principles, and have ^ot been 
ill educated. 

^* lies generally proceed fifom vanity, cow* 
ardice, and a revengeful disposition, and some* 
times from a mistaken notion of self-defence. 

" He who tells a malicious li^ with a view 
of injuring the person he speaks of, may gra^ 
tify his wish for a while, but will^ in the enS, 
find it recoil upon himself; for, as soon as he 
is detected, (and detected he most certainly 
will be), he is despised for the infamoi^ at-* 
tempt; and whatever he may say herqafier 
of that person, will be consideied as fidse^ 
whether it be so or not. 

'^ If a man lies, sfaufBes;, or equivocates^ fi)r 
in fact they are alL/alike, by way q£ excuir 

for 
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iS^riiiy tfaitig he has said or done, he aggra- 
vates the c^etice i^ther than lessens it; &a: 
the person to whom the lie is told has a right 
to kniDW the truth, or there would have been 
1x^ occiUiibi to have framed a falsehood. This 
l^erson, -of course, wiH tiiink himself ill treated 
fot being a second time aflfro^ited; for what 
can be a greater affront than an attempt t0 
impose upon any man's understmding? Be 
sides, lying, in excuse, for a fault, betrays fear, 
than wtech, nothing is more bastardly and 
unbecoming the character of a gcmttleman, 

** There is nothing more manly^ *or more 
noble, if we Tiave done wrong, than frankly 
to own it. It is the t)nly way of meeting 
forgiveness. Indeed, confessing a fault and 
asking paidon, with gi'eat minds, is consi* 
dered as a sufficient atonement. * I have heeu 
betrayed into an error,' or * I have injured 
you, Sit, and am heartily ashamed of it, and 
^rry for it,' has frequently disarmed "fibre pter^ 

sen 
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son injured, ahd,*wliere he would have been 
our eiiemy, has made liim our friend. 

" There are persons also, vhosc vcimty leads 
them t6 tell a thousand lies. They persuade 
.themselves^ that^ if it be no way injurious 
Jto others, it is harmless and innocent,' and 
Jhcy shelter their falsehoods under the softer 
name of untruth^. These persons are foolish 
CBOugh to imagine, Uiat if they can recite 
fmy tjiing wonderful tliey <lraw the attention 
of the company; and if they themselves are 
the object of that wonder, they arc looked 
11^ ta as persons extraordinary. This has 
fijade many a man see things that never wiere 
in being, hear things that never were said, 
pnd achieve feats that never were attempted, 
dealing always in the marvellous. Such may 
be assured, , however unwilling the persons 
^ey are conversing with may l?e to laugh in 
their faces^that they hold them secretly in 
the highest contempt; for he wbo will tell a 
lie thus idlji will not scruple to tell a greater, 

where 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



J 



isfi 

if^^hcre his interest is concerned. Rather than 
*ny person should doubt of my veracity feir 
one mihute» I would deprive myself of tdling 
abroad either what I had really seen or heard, 
if such things did not carry with them the 
face of probability. 

* ^ ' " Others again will bo&st of the great *re- 
ispect they meet with in certain companies ; 
of the honours that are continually heaped 
im- them there; of the great price they give 
for every 'thing they purchase; and this ta be 
thought of cons€k}uenee; but, unless such 
people have the best imd most accurate me* 
feoiy, Ihey iWUl, periiaps, very soon after, con- 
tradict their iformer asserticms, and subject 
themselves to contempt and derision. 

< '^Remember then, as long as you live, that - 
nothing but strict tmth can carry you thro' 
fife with hoiioar and credit liars are not 
^ly cUtagreeable, but dangerous companions, 
dtad, when known, wUl ever be "shunned by 
R men 
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men of utuierstaqdiog*. Besidas, at tte greafp 
.e»t liars axe gcMrally the greatest foo^ a 
jnaA who addicti hinwelf to t]ib de^tabk 
vice, will not only jbe looked ujkw a^ vul* 
gar, bul.wiU never be considered as. a aim 
of sensed 

But though it be thus dishonoraU^ to pub- 
lish liesy yet on the other hand^ unless it 
becoiqes a le^gal duty, or to s^swer the pur* 
pose pf public or private good^ we are oot 
Required to reveal the truth itself to the |h^ 
^uiy of another) ancl even a d^v^yios fi^m 
tlte escact letter of i1^ when dirCf^tM ^ mb^ 
benevctoit purpose^ the most tigi^momUst 
WQuidnf^t censure^. ., !: 

Whatever is intended to decern^ whether 
expressed by kqks^yp^d^i m Mitim$^ eomes 
wit|^n the 9ieaniiig^aji^;#%4rof fdlsehopd j 
mentx4 re^erv^s supil si^«^tipiii «r «^«rtill[ 
supfHresam of 4h%::t||itfa^ wlM* 4h^ ^ 
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h6ttor demetid 4 fair stateibent of the whok^ 
are justiy coBMdered as a feezes qfUes. 

For Uifc asseverations of lovers, the poets 
ten us, that Jupiter made a bottomless bag: 
words indeed, on such turbulent occasions,* 
are usually regarded to be as good as oaths, 
and both of them to be as trifles! But the 
sacred interests of truth will not allow of such 
impious fiivolousness !* 

** Let ihy oaths,*" says a writer, " be sacred,- 
and^promises be made upon the altar of thy 
he^* Call not Jove to witness, with a stone 
in one hand, and a straw in another; and so 
make chaff and stubble of thy vows. Wordly 
spirits, whose interest is their belief, make 
cobwebs of obligations ; and, if they can find 
ways to elude the urn of &e Pnetor, will trust 
the thunderbolt of Jupiter : and, therefore, if 
they should as deeply swear as Osman to 
RSI fiethlem 

^^ Hde Pttffeadorff on the Natftre ot FromiM and Oaths. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Bcthlem Gabor; yet whether they Would be 
bound by diose clmius, and not &id ways ta 
cut such Gordian knots, we could have no 
just assurance. But honest mens' words are 
^tygian oaths, and promises inviolable. These 
are not the men for whom the fetters of law 
were first forged; they needed not the so* 
lemness^ of oaths; by keeping their faith they 
swear, and evacuate such confirmations." 

Although we have admitted, that for the 
purpose of bmefickl designs, fiction itself, 
under the semblance of reality, is sometimes 
allowable; yet against the abuse of such, a 
licence, it must be strictly, guarded: for 
by giving, to fiibricated tales too strongly 
the language and colouring of truths we 
may exceed the limits of this indulgence^, 
and here it may be remarked, that the ap- 
plause usually given to thos^ who are called 
" Good^ story tellers," has a tendency to draw 
them aside from the plain habits of truth; 
neither is an impeachmeiit of their credibility 

. ; '. ■ so' 
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tither occasions, they ^deinto nairrative, par» 
taking of znarveUous description, such cbarao- 
ters plead a sort of indemnification, and by the 
consent of society are privileged, " to tell lies 
with a better grace than other men." 

The practice therefore of telling entertain^ 
ing falsehoods, for the sake of their contagioos 
evils, and lest they should involve the real 
anecdotes rf life with uncertainty and tuspi^- 
cion, should only be tolerated under the moiit 
prudent management. 

However, after all, discreditable and mz- 
lignant lies are readily to be distinguished 
from those to which we have now alluded* 

To the honor of heathen virtue it is recor* 
ded of Epaminondas, that he could not be 
prevailed on to digress from truth; and of 
Xenocrates it is said, that the people en- 
tertained so high an opinion of his veracity, 

that 
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tiiat wl>eft be muc^ tpffiouSml tffe-'fllar t» 
^xAxm hy oath "vhtA be bod auexted^ lh» 
<J«clg0s biMUUfnoittly dbcUnd that hi« vai4 

" TrutV ifiys » vciusrable vntav *' » the 
beginning of heroical virtue 'tis the most 
liy^ n»cttAt\mtt andiautation of Him who 
19 abspitttely p«r4ect, 'tis the \iovli and cement 
of fo^i^ty^ a vkt\k« ooropiraed of amiabl^ness 
and diviqe f«!iiUiDes-;ibut a lie is ukveasonablc^ 
i •i^.ii|^«Silheflhiiidow6<tfni|^t'' 
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]^EW^:\ttd (those of tke weakest heads, cc 
^08t,<^{)^^..ta9le» .can derive satisfkctioia 
^ i^j^i^i^y^^pubtishing the .inisic<^duct of 
tilii&t^- Pf impuliiur to any action 9, ba4 
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^. ll ]fj xiQt soiffioiaDri; to say ia J^^ti&a^ioii of 
tk|*: oSi^i% that only the truth wag ipokea^ 
ifipkr if etni it were b<^ (ao^ .tb^ ¥rkh daA* 
tettt ir teMom the «iuif^) y«t» if tmtb 
iittlf ^ officiously intruded to the injury of 

another^ 
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another, it partakes of detraction. In palli- 
ation of the crime, the defamer perhaps wiXL 
say, that he is not the author of the tak, but 
he is nevertheless guilty.of en^oui^ngthe 
circulation of it; the recevoer of stolen goods 
is properly made as obnoxious to the law as 
the /Aig/* himself; and the busy promoter and 
even the pattest in^r of detncfeion are alike 
the abettors of it». 

The great law of charity anil juittce de- 
mands of us not only to avoid an iajuri6u5 
act to our neighbour, but moreover* requires 
us to suffer no harm to be doneto him» which 
inay be in our power f o prevent Those whrf 
sre addicted to this vile practice of the tongue, 
conscious of the odiousness justly attadiedf 
to the abrupt introduction of sland^, usually 
tmooth the way tb reproach, by some previous 
commendation/ and to give their designs bet- 
ter effect, not unfiiequeiitly appear to build up/ 
m i^ome few , insurances, the vary chaxacter 

which. 
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which these vultiirea have pounced u{>on to 
mangle afterward. 

By preparatory declarations of regard to 
liie family, or e^eem for thci talents and 
many good qualities of the person, ag^dnst 
whom, they have a poniard concealed in the 
l>osom, and the pouan ^. iup$ is mder tfmr 
lipSj they better disguise the intefLtions: 
proceeding by un artful climax of insinuation 
to positive assertion, like a terse epigram, 
tliey'twist about the dragon tail, till opportuf 
nityserve$> of darting in; at a certain pointy 
thfe corroding sting;: '' Mry^ cm mik and mur^ 
dfi^p wWe thejf snak'\ 

r ' ^Vdlandtr, in whatever maimer it is ushered 
in,* says an elegant writer, " is a vied impure 
in its source, dangerous in its effects, gene* 
ral in its influence, irreparable in its conse- 
quences': a vice that strikes ak once three 
mortal blows; it wounds him who commits 
it; him against whom it is committed; and 

s him 
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I»nn'tt4i6 toes it {^omoiitted; and4s folarated 
in society only because eirecy one has an 
invincible inclination to commit it." 

' Ittt tlii^fbretiielxMiiidendiityafansoc^ 
ttiM) whether jof private or ppbHo 4e9imfti 
tiob,' m4io are not the pactions of tale b^arihgt 
firmly lb M:pre6^ in the ve(y first attempt of 
ifttarodiu^ng it,' their ^versiot to «sch ptis^ 
cdiki^ouklbquaoity^: for the dflfii^er^ whoever 
lirm^y be^^ afl^rs: noim^il dfftwA %v th)& «omt 
fuiliy tp' whoyt the information is Wfawojaa^t 
^aOkdi in supposiitg, lAo% atandet is M welcQ#:9 
e^te^tJWttiMit tot tfasm; aii tt ia jto f]»e h»^^ 
dasher of it: the restless tohgu^ of calumny 
knows no bounds, nor spares any character, 
%S^ or iai:: lake tiie. apokei rbf a^wib^' in 
«#%tf>ty. «K«tiaD,' ip whirls about :all is th^r 
4«,F», aijd wten: s«me are up, oriascs are sure 
%>.bedorwn: characters! of publicity however 
lire .usually tibe more cena]ninark:of ittiberfil 
^iCtedkjvQiiiy/ fabbse escape^ butimt' ahiraya, 
!wbo;fe)al.:Qbacufil^ of situatidiior inaigai- 
r.:[.[ -^ ficance 
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the geaias a^ sjaader, ; > ^ • ;♦ 



" The failings\®f goodvme»/' it haf been 
well observed, " are commonly more pub- 
Ibhedia tl^e world thanr their, good dffds; 
and 01^ ikultof a deserving ma^ shalLmeCyt 
ij^iib more 3^^ thai^ .^^^^^ yj^^^' 

l^raj&e; $uf^ ;i4^ the forqe f^il| .will ai^d iU 
99^re{ ^^i^t. often happens thftt^jt^osd ^ 
the best people, whose characters haye beefijt 
most injured by slanderers; for we usually 
find that to be the sweetQdtibiit;^ which the 
bir<fe4iave feen f)ie8!ihg at^;'' in thiVvie^Fof 
the subjectf he .tbat is laudL}! pniMcl eamiot 
exptet 6t%et^U% than to be loudly cenisuted, 
.aad thfta kb^ebaracter iar tibe movthof ^fa- 
mation, like the brilliancy of a diamond, may 
be better displayed through the intervention 
of some dark body. 

Even against an open enemy, the generous 
spirit disdains to offer malignant language. 

To 
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To tlie Persian soldier who rfviled Alexander 
the Greats excellent was this rebuke of his 
commander^ ^^ Sir^ you are paid to Jight against 
Alexander and not to rail at Hmr 

The author of Tom Jones has justly told 
us, " that vice has not a more abject slave; 
society produces not a more odious vermin, 
nor can the devil receive a gift more worthy 
of him, nor possibly more welcome to him, 
than a dandtrtrr 



**Tis$laiider» 



Whose edge is aliarper then the sword; whoie foQpie 

Outvencmis all the worms (tfl^/r; whose breath 

Rides OB the posting wiiidty and dodi bdye 

AU corners of the world; kii^;sy queens andsute^ 

Maids, matrons— nay, the secrets of the grave» 

This vtp^RHis slender cnMs.*» Cjfmtdmt^ A. $. Sc C 
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■ESSAY IX. 



^r^dRICE. 



Though all rivers flow into the sea, yet 
l)wt depository will not he iuU, and though 
the influx of w^th be unbounded, the oofr 
fers of avarice remain insatiable : age, which 
usually corrects other vipes, strang^y in- 
cMMesthiSi 

Avarice stands direqtly opposed to extra- 
vagance, and of the two evils, there scarcely 
can be a doubt, that avarice is by far the 
gveater: if the prodigal, by squandering on 
himfeelfi puts it out of his power to be gene- 
rous 
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rdus to othere, and sometiin^s even honest ; 
the niggard, while possessing the most ample 
means of doing both, wants the spirit to 
indulge in the former, and too frequently 
trespasses against the latter. 

A moralist of antiquity calls him a thief 
who covets, though be nertr steals; if this 
assertion be true, the avaricious are by ima- 
gination and wirfi, wWi /their hands in the 
pockets of others, and if the act could be as 
sed-«6as tfcc thought, or the effort is ptac- 
ticaWe a» the desire; wouM he pltttniieMttg 
CHtite^ and swallowmg empires f - ; 

Such i» the dominion of avarice, wh^h 
seldom permits her slaves to he restmiMd 
by any noble principle, that by analogy it 
is rca&ftoably td bfe feared, evety^ su^^gttoble 
sacrifice would be made at her al«». / 

** For sordid lucre plunge we in the mire ; 

•* Drudge, svett, tMroogh crery Mgkt^fofitVety gate; ' 

** For vile conUminatiag tra^h throw up <>ui: ^ 

^ Hope in Heaven," our dignity with man, 

" And deify the dirt matured to gold I** Youkc. 
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It has been amply remarked by A f«tber of 
the Christian Church, '^ Hiat though Joehiuv 
could stop the course of the Sun, yet all his 
power could not stop the course of avarice. 
The nm stood ctill^ but avarice went oOp 
Joshua obtained a victory when the sua ntpai 
still ; but when avarice was at work) Joshua 
was defeated/* 

Avarice it was, mark the truth ye who are 
tQiroented ilirith this dangerous passion! that 
oha9g0dr ft beloved friend into the odious 
tmitor!"* 

With ^ design of r^ecldimuig a voiscr^ 
Qqmtamtim the Gireajt had recourse tqi t% 
fiJIowtng experinxent : '' He took 9., lancf 
aad msdrk^ out a space of ground of thf 
S]2e of a human body, and said to bktt^ 
add heap ta heap, accumulate ri^jies^ uj^a 
fieheS) extend the bounds of your possessi«^^ 

cwgiufif 



Judas« 
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conquer the whole worldj in a few days such 
a spot as this will be all you will have.** 

i 

With all the rigid calculations of compound 
interest from their massy bags, the miserable 
victims of avaiice forgetj that every hour they 
are Iwoislnng away the J5mc/j&& of life, and for 
the short time they are creeping about the 
earth, like Tantalus of old, are starving in the 
midst of plenty! To himself the miser has 
not the courage to be liberal, and against the 
solicitations of charity to others, he is hard 
as the flinty rock; and hence *lhe charge of 
inhumanity is justly added to the long cata- 
logue of his other crimes— ^ Ah miserable man 1 
death will shortly tear from thy hard grasp 
thy lands, thy buildings, and thy funded, 
thousands, and to set a mockery on these 
thy idols,' will put them into the hands of 
some determined spendthrift, who is impa-r 
tient to pay the charge of thy obsequies, that 
he may riot in thy ill-gotten wealth, and thus 

thy 
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ihy noa^ wilt « s^eottd tiln4 b^eoae a i«« 



If avarice ht Ut^ d ts|> 08i g^ ^lal^e it not 
thus thjr pumahmrat and dliffaor. take 
resdution tp break the detestaUe muiacledp 
open thy stores^ and taste the lutwy of 
doing good! 

On a very notorious character; that accom- 
plished wiiter Dr. Arimtlmot, &m fl^rongly 
expressQi himself on such features of it^ as 
allude to marice. The epitaph^ which well 
Reserves a place in this £«vgrj runs Ihos ^f^--^ 



Ite body «r FRAJffCIS CHARTERISi 

Wk»| with uiiMkXiBCiBiiORtTAMinr, 

AihI xinKtTAAB isnsoMonr or un^ 



|tiHteefiiS«iwiis wftMi t u% 

]& tbe practice of tysSY hsmaii vxcs} 

T» fjitisH, nromn itnir saJrittvOKmtiY; 

Ob iiHfttiiibte ▲vABtCR eimpied lllai fton te to 

Hia latttdUttiiinpiKVace from tbe Meoai. 

KiltMiteMrelittgifll^ 
In tbe undevlttiog ptaviQ oC Ml nMnnii 

• n*, Cid<|irfttl'fi select Calto^tioil of Aa^ 
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* * *" tor without tbade or PRorEssiotr,' 

Aad witlMwt BRiBB*woirrHY wernce^ 
He acquired, er, more properiy, created, 

fie' was the only pendli of his time, 
:. ' :Wll»««9M0RBlai«ithM:iht.iHak«f9oiNtlTr, 

BetuB his primce^ meanmbss 

I -^enpo8M»ediofTBNTnoinABD'ayeer; * 

^ And haying deferved the ciBBBT for wlHit he did. 

Was at iast condeamed to it for what he could not do. 

O indignant reader! 

Thhik not his life aseten to mankind f 

Pbovidbncb, at his execrable dcngns^ 

To give to afteragea n 

A conspicuous proof and sxAMPiiB 
Ofl9WSlBal{MiBiatiOBi«B9K<|BBlrABTWSAtTS . 
Jbi tfie sig^ of Gpp, ^ 

By his bestowing it OB tlie koBt mrvroih'irr 

OF AXX WORTALS," 

' ^ Hiis mkti was infamous for all manner of 
vices. While he mm ma eni%n in the army^ 
he was drummed out of the regiment for a 
cheat; he was heit banished Brussels;, and 
drummed ou t>fK7bent on thie time account. 
After an hun^fed tricks .at the^aipmg tables, 
he took to lending of money at exorbitant 
interest and great premium, and accumu- 
lating pfemium, interest and capital into new 
<&pital> and seizing to a minute when Che 
• ^ payment 
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^^.ymente became due, In a word, by a 
joonstant attendai^ce on the wants, viqes, an4 
iollies of mankind, be acq^in^fl i^ immense 
fortune. Hii^ house was a perpetual bawdy- 
house. He was twice condemned for' rftpe$, 
^nd pardoned*; but the l^t time not without 
imprtsonp^ei^t ifi Newgate 96d Urge corS^- v 
cations. . ^ 

''He died in 17SI, aged <|2; The popu.^ 
lace at his funeral ^raised a g^reat riot,; ahnost 
tore the body out of the coffip, and c^ de44 
,dogs; 2^ i^to the grave along with it Iffi 
was said to be worth seven thousand' pounds 
a year, estates in land, and about one hun* 
fired thoi^iand pounds inmoqey." 

Tbis -^peqimen of character is however cody 
iatrodttced^ as an extraordinary instance of 
miserly wickedness : but the whole turpitude 
pf this qi^n's conduct is not necessarily con- 
nected with propensities to ay^rice; s^nd the^ 
exceptions to it^ are toany. 

T 2 AAong 
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Among tlie learned MgM of mtJqQi^, a» 
«iger putsidi after wealth Was bdd in a ridl^ 
culoufii point of view, aiid oenmred as abao^ 
lutelyliijiirious totbeoauseof Tirhie. Vfheik 
Atdtldwm invited Socrates to his court i^ 
the purpose of oonftrring en him reward and 
^fiours, that Wave phiioac^er hi said to 
have made answer to those who brought the 
message, in these words; '^ Tell the ki|ig that 
a mqaiuie of ibur ftlay U houglit m Ath^ia 
*ttr* haUpeany, a^d water for i^otjmigf, a^id 
^««ih yow master' (fees Mpposf I want^ ypt 
1 hayt enough^ because I am coirteirted vr;th 
aKttle.'* i . . 

, To the plaguy of inptktude the numar can* 
not be a stranger: for thp aceumuIatioB and 
safety of his wealth, the |)b6r aiaa's biain 
tmist be petptttiaHy on the tack j but {ntsler* 
af>te is the reflectton, that he iMlppmed, how 
sooh he knows npt, to ^ndi^rgo a^ etenial 
'i^pafation from it. 
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■ pM It i» 



JUSTICE. 



«i»i 



J3|jSilliS39^. fiMijnqmkif^ the meftn temji^ 
IKlion M daidimg from her path«, an^ 
^MToely a ^haiactsr could be found, that 
W0^d abt praefeicalfy aimire the maxiais 

lliere ]iaft.iKeii a sort of rivalship dsnong 
mf i^inA^ ^ho ^OQkl tiiost excel m prodaini^ 
ing her worth. While Poets, with all the 
£re of vtrse^ have made the attempt, Painters 
«Ad Scii1fyt0K% by the most Uvdy and expre*^ 
MVit imngeiyf have not bqen kss anim a t e d 

in 
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in her cause. Philosophers have sought to 
d^ikK hen^ge, with sdl thefimmdity^ -of 
proud disquisitioit Orators have found in 
justice, a grand and interesting subject for 
the pomji of deokuBatioa and dignity of 
address. Statesmen and Warriors, ennobled 
by resentment, when justice was offended, 
]iav^ under he|: l?ai|n?rs b^en dignified by 
heroic deaths. ' Even the guilty, who are 
smarting under 4ief-€Mre6tion, will asselt 
\\CT rectitude. The criminal, while he yet 
^gaMs ^ tJbe dff^i^iigpioeeBs of his exe* 
jmtion^ caonoi allow tbfi sUiner Goi«k #f lift 
to be sbretclieti disuiidav titt.lie i>eat8 jus^ 
%}(^ hKmtos,. jwrd corifcaies.tl^t ker' wiys 
arc right; and will convey witbhir lart 
breath, a tribute of respect to her sacred 
«ame;' Aftiong tbe fcnr tmSmil viMts, 
justice is thercfiwemoet deserved^ tOassed. 

* r . ' * 

Hoi^never multiplied are her Mws, andJiow;- 
Avtt difficult may be the expltnatuni <yf somi 
kkf . them^ in Aeir |>dlitiGai adaptat^ to ^differ- 
ent 
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'mf ^dffliimteies -end liabittP of-aodety; yiit, A 
itibfe graasd aoiioMcns^finMBd: Juatke, to v^toh 
'tbi3 $lKwt B«wty i$ cobfined^ tgnoiancc «i4 
reva^a :hiiv^ no bWin^pjItice^ Oa the tabkt 
4of fpcm^qieiice it ift wittten with the fmg/er of 
<Gqd» '^JOcf mtairthers 0s jfou wmiid thi^ ^aul^ 
ifo iimfp yofi.'* The commaiul is short— rthe 
laaguf ge is plam---the duty is imperious !*-aQfI 
wjule loudly extolled in principle, this divine 
maxim should equally be regarded ia prac- 
tice: for whatever is morally bad, ought not, 
in any yiew of the subject to be considered 
a6t politically right: but by the maniiers of 
the greater part of society, every advantage 
that can be take?, especially in the course of 
tiaffick, which the laws have not specifi- 
cally branded with the name of dishonesty, 
is termed just. 

In the busy walks of merchandise, con- 
science must not too much intrude, lest a 
fresh importation of what may be thought at 
present scarce, or the circulation of trt^k 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



144 

migM be tiie drlBadfial tMMtfmk6tM oClirir 
mteip^sitUffit : i^ muflt the ¥«ke df jutUot 
tie too boisterous wHhin the pfeeifiOU^^f the 
liraxtesmaii V counter. To^ l9ie ^cuibi iffYAdbt aie 
her enfiblem, he is no stiaager, Md these widi 
the public, should have weight. If neit 
taitaticm on his wares, for which he has 
' tiot an^hf prwidedy should tentpt the upright 
man to take alarm, and plentifiiHy exciae 
his customers in quiet retail, for some hoarded 
stock, which may have entirdy escaped an 
additional impost on him, '' H is only m flbe 
w^y of trade,'' a«d therefore tii the way of 
Jusiicey — of exactly observing the golden ruie^ 
and " doins as he would be done unto^ With 
very few exceptions, alas! this is the conduct 
of mankind, and the charge is tw general to 
admit of particular allusion: like vultures, 
tnen thus prey on each other, and under 
the pretence of justice, excercise every un- 
worthy artifice of monopoly, forestalling, and 
oppression f 

^^ Justice^ 
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' " JusticCj^ sayi a respectable writer,* *' h 
^ven still more/ if possible, the support of 
society ih^n truth; inasn^uch ar a man may 
be mare injurious by his actions than by his 
words. It is for this reason that the whole 
force of human law is bent to restrain injus- 
tice, afid the haippiness of evteiy society ^11 
increase in proportion to this restraint. 

" We very much err, however, if we suppose 
that eveiy thing mtkm the bomds of law is 
justice. The law was intended only for bad 
fHen; and it is impossible to make the meshes 
of it so strait hut that maiiy great enormities 
will escape^ The well-meaning man, there* 
fore, knowing that the law was not made 
for him, consults a better guide, his own 
conscience, informed by religion. And, in- 
deed, the gr^t difference between ihe good 
and the ^^ man consists in this : the good 
man will do nothing but what his conscience 
p:iU altord; the bad man will do any thing 

V which 

« Gilpin* 
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whkh the law canmt reach. It would, iadeed, 
be endless to describe the various ways in 
which a man may be dishonest within the 
limits of law* They are as various as our 
intercourse with mankind.'' 

. Conunit not, therefore, on the sacred name 
Off justice, the foul sacrilege of perverting its 
upright designs, by unprincipled arts. Justice 
qpt only enjoins, the^ strictest integrity of 
dealing, but likewise comprehends the exer- 
cise of every virtue, which reason prescribes 
or society expects ; and the first reward which 
that godlike principle diffuses^ is the consci- 
ousness, that in all respects, we are faithful 

** Remember Mardk^-^he ides of Marc/i rtaietnber ! 
. Did itot great ^nA'itfbl^d for justice sake? ^ . 

What villain touchM his body, that did stab^ 

And not for justice ^ What shaU on^ of iKy 

That struck the foremost man of all this world, ~ 

But for supporting robbers ; shall we now . 
^ Contaminate mr Holers iii^th. bafc bribes. 

And seU the mighty space of our large honours, 
. Po so much trash, as may be grasped thus f 

I had rather be a dog, and bo^ the moon. 

Than such a Kman:* JuUuf Oesar^ A. 4. Sc. ^. 
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ESSAY 20:. 

• ' ' ' ■ ' ' i 



GENEROSITr. 



HlHE excellent adage, which commands us 
'^ to be just before we ar^ generous,'' is esseA- 
tial in its duty, to the character qf every 
honest person^ 

Notwithstanding all that has been ad* 
vanced on the subject of justice in the 
preceding Essay; it cannot be denied, that 
on some occasions, her decrees are rigorous, 
and that she i^ unacquainted with tl^ de« 
lightful attribute of mercy, ^ 
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'* Pi^ fHcJthat thou ofoeit,^ is ^ually licr 
laaguage to the n^cessitouv as it is to the 
afflueut: if she exacts ^ p^rfonQauce of the 
terms of ih^ Borid^z^A 6inmtxd» to ^' have 
a pouQd of flesh nearest to the merchanfji 
heart)" stem justictf canant rfhy^ but to the 
ufifeeling Shylock must award it : hmoe may 
be explained t^d motto which i^^rbs, that the 
extremity of justice is the greatest oppres- 
sion-t ' 

To no purpose are the tender xttx^nt^ 
strances of the generous Pbitia to ^^ter the 
cruel determination) the implacable Jew still 
urges his right, sweet compassion pleads ib 
vain, till at length, by a strong appeal to the 
avenging law, even justice is disarmed and 
'^rcy triumphs! ri . 

^* In nothing," says the father of Bomato 
ekiqnence, *' do we so much resemble* the 

■ Gods, 

^ Mcrchauit of Venice. 
.Ik 

f ** Summum jiu somma iivuria.'* 
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Q^^wm wtioto of beniilceiice.''* Wit% 
the tiMy'gettiroit9 arpr^s^omtM thobe I9» 
ial:8entimeiits, those 4ntl09fihg afFedacmi^tafidl 
ail 'tho^ noble ex£rtiKm% wJbicii iccniBtilute 
the happiness and digmtjr of: omfnatuie/ and 
most eminently diatinguish the good and 
the great, from tlie diahigienuwB aad ton- 
temptible! ' : - . /- r 

To banish froni the wof M the defds of the 
generous, would be* to depnye us of the 
cheeciaL'sim. £v^ age and every' iu^tum 
have extolled this viitae^:aad evea .the^naiv 
row and contracted, though they have not 
4he opuFfge jto emfaarh iiihelr^Gfifee, icsmtiot 
bat yield to^it the reluctant sigh oE prirate 
«dminitioiil ; ' ;; • 

:''.:-. . :■:• : •. -. or •:; • 

From this celestial ianpulse is {iro|itifad, u 
it were, from heart to heart, el^sry thing ithat 
can mitigate the sufferings of distress, wipe 

' ifrom 

* Nulli re homines propius accedunt ad Deos, quim ulti* 
Ipni hominibus dando.^— Cic. 
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fioin the ey« the tears of penitonc^^ encou- 
tf^b ii» difikteftt, support tht^ goody aa^ 
ipcd^ispthe 'jMrofligatet :N#r can the^enerouS) 
:cfvtia^kQ opfcn enemies^ refuse the daims of 
4Widott7 andi bumanity. 

" AnimatiBg are the. proofs of andeat and 
modem greatness, in the delicate, but gent;* 
rous treatment of distinguished warriors to 
ihe .vanquished foe. . Whatever has been 
oonciliating in vrordM, or; soothing in man^ 
neh^the brave, .-who are always gfanerous, 
have been ea^car to concede! 

• * . • • » ■ . * . 

« The opporbiti^r of making happy," oh- 
^ixra Bimsseau, ^^^ is moce scarce than we 
imagine; the punishment of missing i1^ is 
never tp meet with it again; and the use 
we 'xniiBe' oi it, leaves :us an etemai sc^ti- 
mtti\ of satisfaction or repentanc*." 
'■ ' . 

. /^From this alone,** says another admired 
writer, " proceeds the noble disinterested 

friendship, 
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fnendsbip, the ilidting . loVe, the generous 
sentiment, the i^rdept gratitude^ the soft 
compassion, the candid opinion, and all 
those strong en^gies of a good mind." 

"Dear sensibility T exclaims. the celehra* 
ted Sterne, " source inexhansted of all that's 
precious in our joys, or costly in out sorroi^s! 
thou chaioest thy martyr down upon his bed, 
of straw, and it is thou who liftest hitn up 
to Heaven. Eternal fountain of our fed- 
ings ! It is here I trace thee, and this is thy 
divinity which stirs within me : not, that in 
some sad and sickening moments, ' my soul 
shrinks back upon herself, and startles at 
destruction' — ^mere pomp of words! — ^but that 
I feel some generous joys and generous cares 
beyond myself — all comes from thee, great 
Sensoriumi of the world! which vibrates, 
if a hair of our head but falls upon the 
ground, in the remotest desert of thy ere- 
ation.** 

if 
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If generosity thus ennobles and amplifies 
the sotel, and stands in direct opposttron'.to 
every thing that is base; if ^ven barbaiiana 
reverenced the name of generosHy, and those 
who despised the laws of civility esteemed 
thosie of friendship, be not outdone in virtue 
bytiiem, O Reader! if thou dost a^tre ta 
t^e Christian name; and if thou art desirous; 
of the favour of thy M4ker, the esteem of 
tfcy IMfow-creature^ and the applause of thy 
own ctftrtcience,— Be g^e/ierotw/ 
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ESSAY XII. 



TEMPEIUUVCE. 



mJP irom ho better motives than personal 
comforts, men were to determine their differ- 
ent habits of life, those of order and regularity 
offer them by far the greatest bribes; and it 
will be only to compare with, what shall be 
hereafter said on excess, to set a true estima- 
tion on temperance. 

A sober and temperate mode of living, 
besides acquring that commendation it de- 
serves; in a very great degree secures to us 
the most desirable of all kiman blessings, 
& which 
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which is health ! and while the mind equally 
partioipfttes witii the body m this eom£6x% 
it is not only in a state of good defence 
against the boisterous attack of injurious pas- 
sionSy but 0iamtains a greater share, than it 
would otherwise have, of vigour of intel- 
lect, of firmness of nerve, and cheerfulness of 
heart. 

By temperance ,>'which like wise is a cardi- 
nal virtue, much more is meant than the 
negative virtue of not eating or driakibg to^ 
excess: for the subsequent inconveniences 
tb which some coastitattons ate ptrticuhtrij^ 
Babki may mjike them v^ry cautious in this 
rfesp^ and impose on them, very wluo 
tantly, ai^ adequate abstemiousness. 

While such a kind of temperance is very 
rational, it is at best but «^A, and thciefiftrc 
dedu<its &om its merit; especially, so long as 
other desires, equally gross and voluptuous, 
but whidi do not so sensibly punish in 

:.. the 
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the gratification, ^e a!ld\v^d tliei^ . SG^fe <$f 
tkisfw: where there i^iiotempuffu;^ tb «K«^y« 
%hex€'cmhe^wyprd^of^ft$e. ' 

tht^^amMei^BS tod r«al dbfffilHeildiifiofi <:ir 
thid viitM are oaly m these, Whb resoliRd^ 
dppdse violent inclination/ to giVe jteife ^ 
it, who are volunteers in her cause, iui4 
who, not through fear or servility, but 
^m her own beauty and ^ettotiKlilaiest 
obey h* injunctions! 

^* Happy is the man,*^ says Seneca, ib h£i 
cBscoutse on a happy life, ^^ that $atj» 0tif 
fi>r hunger, ^m1 drink« only for tUrst, thftt 
lives by reajson, not by example,** " Let ni 
curb,** adds he, '* our appetites, a»d ign««fu# 
rage virtue, let my bed be plain and cleal), 
and my meat without much expense'; occas- 
sional expqimeata of modetattoQ gt^e us th^ 
best proofs of fiqnness," 

** A well-governed appetite is a great part 
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of UbHtyi it is the office of tenptffuiee to 
oy&c rule, us in oiur pleasures : sonte she re- 
jects, others she qualifies aiui keeps ^t|u|i 
bounds, it is discreti(tt sometimes to prac- 
tise , tfH^Adwo^ fta4 iccttfftom oufs^ves 
to f Uttle;^r thcKP .«re maay difllc^ltie^ 
|k>^ -.o| ^me a^d place, that may . fqrcf it 
Vpon s?.** : 

^ Jn txmmw^on of the « xceUpucicf of 
this virtue, whether cQnsidered in ^ xm>n(U 
religious, or physical point of view; language 
i^iiOt ^xpi;e5s enough ; but ^ temperance 
usually ire^te^ to th^ ^impliQlly of eating, 
Aii^ sobriety to th^ ipoderattqii of .drinking^ 
9v:e sl^U consider the ah^ses of thesf in a 
^uhjiequfeiit Essay. 



f* Thie ^fias is fhtgal, every firook.and fiel4 
^ A fall-supply f(ft lift and nature yield, 
^ &oe« eCtetqpe UBt»'m cloysy 
^' But temperance is t^ health of joys.** 
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JES^SAY-XIII. 

EXCESS. 



JlT was the doctrine of Epicurus, that the 
happiness of mankind consisted in plea^trc^ 
not indeed such, as may be supposed to aris^ 
from the indulgence of inordinate appetite, 
this was never the meaning of that Philo- 
sopher; the pleasure which he laboured to 
recommend to his disciples was, that which 
flowed from the enjoyments of the nund and 
the amiableness of virtue: and the best proof 
of his sincerity in that creed, as well as the 
best answer to all his opponents, appeared, in 
the excellent morality of his own life. 



He 
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He cannot therefore, without being grossly 
inisuiiderstood, be caHe4 as he usually is, 
the founder of a voluptuous sect, who liv? d 
so abitmiiously. hinl&el^ i)r the patron of 
luxurious gormandizers and other excesses, 
who inculcated om him own ditciples the Ies« 
sons of nioderation and temperance as most 
conducive to the^happinesa of the soul; igno- 
rantly therefore, as well as faisely, are they 
called Epicureans^ or the followers of Epicu* 
rus, who delight in personal sensiualities.' 

'* To convey suitable ideas of what is; to-be 
understood by the terpi excess, there ist no 
occasion of many words; but as it is impos- 
sible in matters of diiet, especially, to lay 
down such definitions and rulefi as are ^pli^i^ 
cable to every constitution and on every 
occasion; we sliall only state in general 
terms, that whoever is conscious of passing 
the bounds of rational indulgence, becomes 
guilty of excess, and according to tlie degree 

and 
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a«t<} in<>4ifi94tioii i>f it, inconyenience and 
censure are more or let? atUchccJ* 

. To costiwi akusn in costly ^pard and 
m eating; jnany nattom, undex the name of 

^' Sumphwy Um9^ have enacted: penalties : 
bat Baron Montesquieu is of opinion^ that 
'' Inxury is necenaiy to flaonaichies, hut 
isr|iitioQS to dsmoefaoies:"^ Ju%e Blackstone* 
(4w^rves> '^ that, witib segacd to Englaiidyr 
whose Government ia eompounded of bodi. 
species, it may still be a dubious question 
liotr far pritate hixury is ajmbiiceviV and 
he observer, . ^^ that our Uegi^iators^ on this* 
pdnt^ have, several times* chaiBged their opi*- 
nkus, " for formerly,'' adds he/ " there w»re- 
njany penal Incurs to reatrain excess in apparels 
which have been since repealed^ but as to ex^ 
cess in diet^'' there still remains one ancient 
statute unrepecded, which ordains, '^ that no 
man.shiall he^served at dinner or supper witlv 
more than two courses, except upcm some 

great 
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great holydiy, there specified^ Ih Mrhidi ht 
Hiay be served with three."* 

Of the evils which result from i&tempe'* 
peranoe in die% Mr. Addison has giv^n this 
expressive description : " For my part/* says 
he, f* when I behold a fashionable table set 
out in all its magnificence I fancy tlnit I 
fee gouts and (hropsie% fevers, and lethargies, 
with other innnm^able distempenr, lyipg in 
aid^cade among the dishes.'" 

They, wiio Iry^ plentiful and luxurious 
meals are in the haUt of gorgii^ the sto- 
mach, and loading the system with a greater 
Tarie^ of matmahi for 4ifiraae and death, as 
unquestionably such do, than . those who 
transgress in the ofipasite ertreme^ may justly 
be said to offend in a higher degree against 
the laws of nature, and in a more certain 
way to become their o\vn suicides! they 
are, moreover, eqiuilly guilty of a notorious 

aiuse 
^ nde Blackstone's Commehtaries. 
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abuse of those good things, which were sent 
only for bur moderate use and in this re- 
spect are alike chargeable with immoralily: a 
hea*^ meal, it is admitted/ docs not huny 
the porter of it^ into a delirium, as the same 
proportion of drink might do, but it never-' 
theless stupifies him by lethargy; while cru- 
dities and flatulencies are making thdr rum- 
bling ujmMir in ^ dirtehded carcass, wluch 
on somt occamms, can only be relieved, by a 
ffew voluntary eflR>rti torcjcct^ what had been 
so greedily forced into it 

It becomes tlierefore the greater reproadi. 
of our nature to wander iiom her simple 
j^ths, to eonmtf t as it were, a rajpe on the , 
simpUdty of her chaste desires, and by evny 
art that imagination can invent, or eattt«va- 
gance procure, to riot in this moat disgust-^ 
ing species of excess! 

Having thus served the glutton^ with a 

shwt but wholesome meal, the cup of the 

Y fiacchanaliaa 
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I^^udliaii s)u)U uextbe«^pl]e4 with a 
beverage ^^y ss^utaiy, and in greater, 
abu9daiH»: we*:iiri)l for tbe present forbear, 
thf leeturas of g^yityji and (wr business with 
him fhatt he iatrndai^fl in a mqre jocular 
Icind of way, ^ Ir^ teUing II st(^. 

... r . - ' . • . 

\ J * " * ■ • ' 

-A Gf^MXi fji^i^iKH, in lltie faft f5«||»f. 

makes a Ckrutepher'. : Nfg f l tfklfA a|Mlk 5» 
ctfation to the Univer8%- of Leipsick, in 

Bfane of. 4rtt»k0Hn«(||.-><'D«iH>tteiar 9lli9fti- 

4raiiik«i^f^'to gjKw9 «»^. '90^ lpeii> iliMl 
&M«ar^brdovM}f dimbr^mt pardl>is v6f, 'i€ 
Irafihrait :tiittlt I am-faotthefirat pata-on of 
drunkenness: intoxicatioaisaaantienti uiu* 
versal practice Jews, Trojans, and Greeks, 
gotf dnink>trfiy2MiA- attd Jjot got dnsnk-<N4Die 
Gteeks pmblisbed eocaDiMms on intoiuet*' 
^^ • . tion 
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and iif«mt PiM Med <» sit'9|)>iliuHir «cq»i) 
tllree.dti)« mid iii|^ »gefl ii M' igfej t p ^ a fctf, 
Siutebs^ iuid 4liiie4taU[i>60]it6^^^tdmbk<^^'J^ 
ftr thf Mottks/liefoMdii^- {Visibly .go 
ihroiagfa tie Be^ice» of ikAt 4evtnl.ai«h8t», 
without :}>ieniy of liq«oi^-<rl»eri<lcS) }i«tiior 
AiakM ifiiHili, ^a»d mMh k U^^^i^-Kkioking 
also sets meik a taUdug «t>«oi iftiglatt j Mid 
fuvaen nevcv difliMite w isli^ iftr XurAi^ 
a^ahat JBnUtM^ » -nhm HHfs^ inr ainnBicd 
#Mi anetig llqiioor.—- Foets atiA JRraaefana <fia 
4i> ndtlikig lii^ithoiit pkHljr of dmk-^aa^ 
<#itii i%i iii^haS«ati ihcy not do? but yqu witt 
olyjeDbrit w sttid in the Oot|^l} b« *9t «Mr« 
tkcarged tokh <2rtmii»m«M'-^caii't yQ» get 
drunk without getting ^^ew^ drunk? St, PowT^ 
adtiot iBcivly ts, ~^ not gtt dhmk-^ wtich 

Siip^ Ihe inoBt iek|>«iRei!iced adroeaite fot 
^taflc^ioMi^' i6bvad-<iot Mve given a' more 
11^1!^ fkxhi to ^ «ause, tBan what this 

.1 xa writer 
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writer did ia petfeet ridici^: in addltiM to; 
timae seeming enoounigimnits already ffvto, 
one may appear to hfi keepmg up the jok^ 
in offimi^ 4pme fyw ideas paytly in thjB same, 
way. - -And fifsfi of all, oppafi(«ud fieedom in 
diiafciiig baa lieen asserted ^ have h» m^cal 
1}^ p^cularly in laogoid, tit^siety constir 
tutionf; fiw by tkuft causing a ftiimilus, the 
Ue»d is {propelled to the smaller vesselsi and 
hy aniivemng uid making general the cir- 
cutertew, may ipiee.a pr(dific tendency. to 
satamine eonskitntkms; and a9 hody anA 
4uad mutually i^ni^»athiz0 with ea«;h ffther, 
a filUp of tlw kind may» on someotoar 
rions»'pioduce good ^sffect^ <t^ the dii^piMfcf 
^on itself. ' ' . v 

- On such ocmavas, the fcserred man, hat 
been communicative and oitivtaadn^ the 
coward has talked of heroism, and the b^ 
gar of lm» greaf; jtoMnt: the wputched bive 
ceai^ to brood over th«r mi^iirkiy ham 
\teen inspired with hope, and whit may l)pr 
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-^pear marvdilous, drix^ has ^v^nn^d tibe ool4 
hfuixt of tlie niggardi bixoself with ^entimieitti. 
ofm^ciosity! An eminfiit moral wiit^ tlw9^ 
xpsai^f^ m tbe subject: 

. ^' Sa^cCftive 4rili^iilg dfgrades mzt^ ^e-^ 
salps l^ r^ft^pOy'at least, for a time^ aiidr 
destroys it in the end; but, affcer all, the 
love of wine is not a crime ; it seldom occa* 
iio9s ihfi co^fimif»99^ of vicj^i it :m^^ .man 
i^|^4ii9tiy^c)c^;.fQr jc^e slijj^t qfmi»\}% 
jfiBdu^ffh s^ h[u«<^ed lasjyii^ O(moexi0ii0 am 
fiwwpd }fcW!*y. Djrunlcards aie g<»isnH; 
8iM«r^a»4 open heart;;4»; tb^ ait!, altaiortp 
4)ii^y%: SGK)d, hon^t^ faithful, and biraTc; 
eren to a f»ult. 

: '' Hov^iPtoy i^pftraiit^rtiiescmw^ 
Yicea» tbe w^ mai^ ia sober tbroiigh tei|S|i6^ 
tamCf ^eySima through haq^osture. In m 
GQimtry vheie badimofiis, intri^ies, tretp 
aona» and adulteries prevail, we doubt a state 
of imdiscretion, where the heart shows itself 

without 
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without our knowledge. The people who? 
abhor drunkenness most, are evety whefe 
tiiose who are most interested to keep 11^^^ 
selves from it; in Switcerland it is almost* 
esteemed^ at Naples it is dreaded; bat^ in the 
end, wh^ h moal^ to be feawd, ^-i^tem* 
peMnoe of the Swiss, or th^ resarvt» of the^ 
^tan? 

'* Let vm net afamder, even Tice ;' tft-H not' 
disgustfol enough of Itself? Wine-'^docs aot 
ooeafliott ^irkkedtess, hxk. <Iw€4m«s H. Iii»<: 
stho lalO/fd Clytus ia a dninketi 4v W*^ 
4Ktd Ptttotas in cold Mood. It dfitdlMl- 
nM> Imu fto plircnfites, iv%tt paMHMt bia. niiW 
also? The difference is, that th«- dtbflrai te» 
main in the heart; but» this is kindled and 
etlkigiMibed m a md|i|i«nt Mteef^ iJkis 
ft»y^ wbieh is presently ov^r, and umty 
woided, be a^ored^ that^ whoewcr rtmnngl> 
meted actibiis. wirni in liquor, Ime^ bad 
i|QW£p)i when sobef*"* , 
-' '^;---- •' -^ • -But, 
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But,- alas! where- is the vke^ for whi( 
iiigewiity may not cowtriye aome rspecioiis. 

There was once a BhUosopheir, who wrot# 
a large valume in praise of a quartan Ague; 
and private vices have been also said to bo. 
public benefits^ 

To speak however on the subject seriottsly t 
it must be allowed, that intoxication is aa. 
immoral, as it is injurious and destructive: 
'tis reason which distinguishes men from 
beasts, but when that is obscured^ as it is 
by ' dfunkoiMsSy this hoflburable Qiark of 
si^eriority becomes degraded — it is set asid^l 

Justly therefore did the Spartan law-giver 
prohilnt unnecessary drinking, which debili-. 
tates both body and mind 

At Athens, if an Archon* was convicted 

of 



»AdiieraCa^itnte. 
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6f bemg druttk; he wais, iiy the latrs of f^ibn^ 
]hit to death; and in an island* which, 
abounded with wine, in order to ' restrain 
the inhabitants from the immoderate use of 
it; their law-giver, f who was one of the 
seven sages, enacted, that whoever com- 
mitted a crime, being drunk, should suffer 
double punishment : but the great ArisMky 
though he commends this law, tells us at 
the same time, that tliere is more of policy 
tfaan justice in it. \ ^ w. ^ 

The Roman law indeed was not so severe^ 

but made considerable allowances for that 

vice. J " It has been observed,'' isays Judge 

Blackstone, " that the real use of strong tf- 

quors, and the abuse of them, by drinking to 

.1 ' ' • ■ 

excess, depend much on the temperature of 

*'.,** * •■ 
the climate iii which we live." 

The 

• Mltyiene. ' t Pittacus. 

..J ' * 

X Per viauni deUpsia capitalia pcena remittitur* 

/ 
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/ The same ixidi4gence vMch may be n€* 
cessftiy ta make the blood move in. Kocwiy^ 
wdtdd make.t^Q It^^iaQauuL "^ACtemidfi^ 
therefore/ aays the President Mon^quleu; 
^^ drinks through custom, founded upon 
CQxurtttiiii!)^ necea^ty; a Spaniard drinks 
through choice,' or wt «fimere wa;ntonnes% 
and therefore, drnt^kenness/ he obsers^es^ 
^ oug^ to be more setecdy punished, whera 
it nndces men mischierous and mad/ ak in 
Spahi and Italy, than vhese as in Noiibhem 
diai»tot| M ^^y znAkes ^em stupid juA 
hfa?y.* 

Sir EdwardCoke tells us, ^' that the dnndu 
1(4 volunt^ly exposes himsdf to every sorb 
of viee, .aiid theileby exasperates the crime/'/ 

. .-WhatsQcr^ts ba3 not intoKication divulged^ 

vrhat frien4s has it not injured, what chiarbc*: 

ters has it not scandalized, into what broils 

Hid dtsaj^ten Ims it not precipitated those, 

^hom ifc bat seduced, and then betrayed?/ 

z . What 
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.What honors of mind surprise the drunkard, 
';ivhen he makes his first mommg yawn^ on the 
bedf to >v«iiicb| .like a corpse, a few hours be^ 
lore, he ittd bebn conveyed by hearers ! 

. Before the dammy Ups are freed from ibeit 
adhesion; while, the furry, parched tongue 
wiUiin,Jag8 like a file, and the blood-shot 
ejnes are burning in their, sockets, and the 
excited arteries are fiercely tfarobiring'i^n^t 
the delirious head — ^whilethe ibul stomach 
is ^heaving to disgorge its sickening load, and 
the whole body is in one gmeral blaze of fever 
and trepidation; conscience takes the oppor* 
tuini^ of smiting with loud and bitter accu<» 
ntioh this . tormented debauchee! it -repre*^ 
sents to him, as in one general group of action^ 
confused thoughts, and dreadful apprehen- 
sions of what might have been his conduct 
at this season of ebriety* 

, To lull away, if possible, these sensatidtfi 
which distract his very soul, wd £ash Mr 
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Im bewildered recollection, \vords, tod fl6An« 
liers^ disgraceful to his character and injUm^ 
bus to his interest; in vain does he attempt to^ 
smother them in rest: but the unrefreshi%,^ 
sultry bed yields to him no balmy sleep ! he 
therefore quits it— but scarcely has he courage* 
to meet the light of day! Unconscious it 
may be^ of a// that he has done at this un^ 
guarded season, he yet knows enougki deeply*, 
to exercise his humility, his own reprosich/ 
ahd^ sorrow. - 

/ " - , ' ■'.'->•;> 

To the mercy of a^ report he iliay bft 
thus exposed. Ashamed to appear beibr^ hk 
iliends, he it afraid to meet. his.eiiemi«*> 
ihd while ihe former are wilfihg to excuse 
the laiilt ; he may have sadly committed liim^ 
self to the malice of the latter. 

*^ O that men should put aii »emy itf 
their mouths, to steal aw^y their InraiiiSfF 
That Ve should with joy; revel; pleasure, and 
applausei transform ourselves into beasts^'' ^ 
-' z% Truly 
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rrTfHlSr acquaiBted with thf» iittsi8ii hea«t 
^1^ Hei who thus adsmiwho .maaki^ 
^,\L(»k mt iiffon t^e wmewhm it is nd, x»he% 
^.Jl^MS#Ar.A>« cphur in the cvpyWhm it mweik 
if^ff^J^f at the last k iiteth Uks a seifentg^ 
0f9d^ing€thUl^mf^i4^/'. 
■" ' ■"'•', 

ffiaiaif. ^ fft»$ii$ v^^eaX^ ^abject hims^f to, 

able ills? — ^For besides the immediate nMs-t. 
diiefs we have jvat enumerated, intoxication 
Jtfs ibr. ^^ifnMw <9if .th« i)H»t senj^ and 
tltti^ ^neftaes: by.dfstroying the texture of 
As:)l)«(l^,e}|i m^fti ^iViay todc^sies^ 
lbe.<9cy«B»;.t;fib» 9S: imfms afeptioa^« ii 

apoplexies, mdjiiai/,uft£^CfQt^^l^4^ddeitilaatU 
like the sword, intoxication has slain its thou- 
m^^Bfl It WPHI4 T^iuro Teiy little a^gnywit 
|9,'9K9f Cy. th»t ■w9f^T la^e^ t^ith. sooae jfev 
«f^^9W(»'i» fW^cwt to ax^TroraU ^ pww 

vIj;T :: .: worth 
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woftb the 0b9eFyatii9% tbM 2u»mid$r vlioniw 
diargo^ tte ^metesl hboixt ^d fafiga^ ard 
aia^Iy iuccoiiered a#4 hiyigof atecF by wa^eir 
only; which fluid seems to have hten tle^ 
signed as the principal and universal Uquor 
ofnatum. The juiop of the grape, iti reason- 
able dose^^ wad, no doubt, a very prinritiv* 
drh^ ; but the pr^paraAion^ of various^ ardent 
splits, appear to hav« befen, but of modem' 
md degeaeFate invienti<>n^ l^e greatest feat^ 
bare been performed by* tlie most 3060^ mettf 
and water«drinkers^ hwt b^en ibunfd 1^ i^ the 
matipnMCfJcheerfu%r aaxdoour^geoOii?: - 

r ;f* If joritnwerc to pstwA^M/" «2«n» ife ^^tSefO^ 
vhi^T^ ^ ^ itbe cowardfaioi^ ^^ fta^n,. Hf 
^«ld be^tile ixrwl oi in\»mffelOitit tftid ir 
DalilahVlnfr^ whiob are dakmsf^lQ^ekkit^it^ 
ad^)M»-e^.^aild.iDKtaiiK)rphostf 4 liod liild'itti^i^ 
*0i9w}lllie..\ . . :.r u i ::.:-.: 

The most effinninateftliiitigs^ l^'tCAp^mttdd^ 
alonei have produced the most heroic and 

magnam- 
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mgnanimous people, such as were the PeN 
^^ois, and likewise the Rinnans, . befim 
luxury and dissipaction^ enervated, their^ 
inanners! 

. For accidental ebriety some few apolo*. 
ipes may be offered. The different qualities 
of the same kind of liquor^ may have very 
iViexpected effects on dtfierent constitutions. 
In extenuation of the guilt of Noah, it has 
Ibteen observed, that he was unacqusunted 
wHh the inebriating quality of fermentation, 
in liqfor.^ Hilarity and other circumstances, 
of society, together with the variation of 
fimmal'spMits, and the dtflerence of seasdhs^ 
«iay havo ^ccaaionally betr^ed into intoxK 
qtl^ofif evoi such, as deserve the name of 
s(^ men. On these, as on other occasions 
of.accidfntiii^^^and good minds are ready 
to put the iairest construction, 'and would- 
lather conceal, than publish^ such instances 
iff \i\ami imperfection.. 
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But thofUgli we have ventured to auggest 
thus far, by way of apology for those, who 
may sometimes be thus overtaken with a faulty 
let not the Drunkard or the Sot dare to pre- 
sume, that any palliation is here offered for 
the contemptible and destructive habits of 
him, who either drivels like an idiot, or raves 
as a madman. Well might the Lacedcemoi^'* 
>ns, therefore hope, that by representing in 
their slaves, the degrading appearance of 
drunkenness, it would be sufficient to. deter 
others fi:om the vice* 

Whatever may be the motives, of different 
characters of mankind to a life of sobriety^ 
the salutary effects are the same* 



If the Jcnave be sober through design, and 
the invalid ftom necessity; the wise man 
will be so from choice, and the good maft ) 
from a sense of duty. i 



There 
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lliere are, says an eminent Fde£» 



-Yet uimumberM ills that lte4inseea 



lni|iepcrBiciott8dfaught: the word objcei^^ 
Or harshj (which opcc elanc*d must ever fly 

! !lfrrerocaMe j) the too prompt reply. 
Seed of severe distrust, and fierce del)ate, 
What we should shun, and what we ought to hate. 
Add too, Ihe blood impoverishM, and the course 
Of health suppressed by wine's continued force. 
Unhappy man ! whom sorrow thus, and rage. 
To dtlleient ills alterintdLy engage. 
Who drinks, alas I but to forget ; oor sees 
That melancholy sloth, seVefe disease, * 
^en\<nry coniiis'di and iatorri^ted t^ou^. 
Death's harbingers lie latent in the draught; 

- Ai^ in the flowers that wteathi the sparkling bowl)* 
Fell adders hiss, and poisonous serj)ep^ foU*" 



, ,Xhis Essay shall ;aovv CQUolude, with a 
sliort^ • but pithy an^ecdolCT, . 

It is somewhere said, " That the Dgvil 
|[aye ts a» Hprmit thex^.hoiee of throe criBjfs : 
twQ.of tlxei» were. of the mpsjt aftwipw nzr 
ture^ the thinj was fo be drimk.^ Tbe poor 
H^an made choice of the last, as §eemingly. 
the most innocent; but mark the sequel; 
i?rheft,he was drunk, he committed the other 
two dreadful sins! 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



ESSAT XTV, 



BEATM^ 



A. Persian King, after he had stedfastly 
beheld an immense army from his magni- 
ficent throne in the plains of Asia, was 
observed to shed a torrrent of tears ! on 
being asked by one of his Generals the 
cause of that dejection, he gave this answer: 

" I weep;" says the feeling monarch, 
" when I consider, that before one hundred 
years, all this company will be in the 
grave !" 

Sa The 
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The consideration was great and awful; 
and while Xerxes delighted himself in so 
grand a spectacle; the knowledge that so 
^e and proud an assemblage of warriors 
snust^ in the natural order of things, be so 
quickly reduced to dust and ashcsy shook 
his firmness. Bumbled his ambition, and 
penetrated him with distress ! 

In the momentous concerns of our present 
Essay; writers^ as well as speakers have found 
a very sublime topic, on which, they could 
alarm the passions, and effectually display 
the pomp of declamation: but in this at- 
tempt, we will take a view of the subject, 
in a manner more interesting and plain. 

In our Essay against Self-murder^ it has 
been stated, that the fear of death is im- 
planted in us by the author of nature, with 
the wise design of exciting a proper solici- 
tude for the preservation of life ; and death 
fb^ this^reason, and especially the consequences 

of 
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dfit, m iome futare stale of ,«d«tei»ee, Imt 
been truly called, tijc" King «fT«(fors." . 

: Korn it n plulosq>]uc C0ntflni{ft <of ^deith, 
sawiipported bgr the teMimoaj^iof fl.;g(}Qdi>ot&> 
-aetode^ ainl the vell-giknitKied fa^pes of % 
liefcfeer ii% which oua tcsicier its afproaek 
to the ChiibiM^ beUevter, in , Maty chanetd^ 
ieas fannidabfe than that» which htf beat 
^metttioiffid: *^ hut cahn ud sieretae-os th» 
glassy sea," unruffled by teas, mr iHstUrh' 
ed by anxieties; the virtuous and the pi- 
«Bis ooittiaUy receive i^ advances of that 
.fllesMngeiv -wha 'a deseed t0 dtUver them 

aiutioos cimccnis of pv»f&ity^li» uvtxil 
«ri«toof ftdvem^-^the iMune^ated cnaHty «f 
:iniBnuo *-* tlw faeart-ftlt aOUdfnlft ibttttt 
£rien&-^^ejdetosianB of h<9e««-4adtfae«Ktie' 
itici cf {MMsesaion; fgotti eadiMiiell of Uma^ 
ond others; inthoiit end, hk t&t ttnwettuMid 
oakii^eitf human wfGBrtag*, tUSkmia^mM, 
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My, x>r estate, does the hand ^f tbnt sign % 
release, welcnme and glorious ! 

Insensible td the changes of boisterous 
elements and the revolutions of states^ those 
who have put off this fragile armour of nua^ 
tals, are calmly deposited into those manatniB 
^peace^ wherein the comfor^le knguage 
4of him, who onto so acdently prayed ja 
^change, ^ The-mched cetuejrom trcuiiingy 
^4md there iMnmhry be at rest J^ 

1% was the opinkm of an ancient writer^ 

^Hhat the Go(fs concealed from Tnm tte 
-happiness of deatii, that they might be .tHe 
. better recon<^ed to endure the pains -of lifit'' 
.A famous and wariike nattpn^' without being 

instructed by teachers, but purely fMm tfadr 
.iown obflfervations of the state aJid circum- 

'^tMces of hUaian existence; were accustomed 
:.to oekbiate the birtb of meritwitb moumini^ 

^ t2ieir dfiath with joyiimd: thi^iwiitar of 
,. . . A k Ecclesiastes 

r 
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^cdesiaites has not scrupled to assert, that 
'V the day of death is better than the day of 
one's birth!" 

If the heathen Socrates, in the face of hii 
Judges, before he was condemned to drink 
the fatal draught of hemlock, could tell them^ 
that to die was a pleasure, since *^ he was 
going to hold converse with the greatest 
heroes of antiquity;" — if Cato could proudly 
exclaim, '^ Let guilt ^r fear disturb plan's 
rest, Cato knows neither of them, indifferent 
in his choice. to live or die:" if the moral 
iSeiueca, when sentenced to die by the man- 
date> of an infamous Emperor, could, with 
nndaunted resolution and serene counte* 
nance, watch the vital stream escaping from 
:ks channel, and bdbre his weeping fiiends, 
during this lingering operation, could read 
>animated and sensible discourses in the cause 
;0f virtue; take shame to thyself - whoever 
nliou art, in this age of Christian philosQphy, 
:w&i all these instances of fortitude, and the 

nobler 
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nobler ones cf umtt and mariyn it being 
a ^/tiM to the feara of death ! 

It is just as natural to ift^ as to be bom. 
Great indeed is the number of those^ who, 
while sublimer thou^ts should dignify the 
souV and give wings to hope, are clinging 
about this perishing earth, as ivy does about 
the oak, and would greedily purchase, at an 
immense cost^ if money could effect it^. an 
enlargement of life, or even a short respite, 
from what inevitably must happen at last 

It is. therefore no longer matter of asto* 
nishment^ that witli sentiments unworthy u 
these are, of candidates for a higher desi^ 
nation, that every thing, which reluctantly 
jogs the memory, that time is beating against 
them the quick march of dissolution, is re* 
ceived with av^<m, nay/ with hwtor ! Ihe 
Mght of a coffin, the sound of a passing Jcntdl, 
the picture of a hatchmenti have ev^en with 

irril 
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well taaglit mindsi too much of dispiriting 

, influence, 

; The anxieties of death are unquestionably 
lessened or augmented, according to the differ- 
ent forms and ceremonies of its approach. He 
A^ho dies in the field of battle, is surveyed 
with feelmgs rather of emulation than of 
{>ain. The culprit, who is attended to the 
gallows with all the dismal forms of Justice^ 
excites in the spectator, emotions of a most 
painful nature : it is not therefore the simple 
act of dyings which produces this difference 
of sensation, but only the variation of iu 
fwm. 

To the most covetous of life, irksome and 
even dreadful would be that sentence, which 
decreed against him, an immortality on earth, 
«r that he could netxr die! for though it 
be in the power of the weakest instrument 
to deprive us of life, it should be reflected 
. cm as the greatest blessing, that it is not in 

the 
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the ^owcr of the strof^est, to deprive us of 

the relief of death. 

Excellent was the advice of Seneca against 
the fear of death, when he tells us, that to 
avoid the dread of it, we should frequently 
contemplate on that event* But like to an 
unwelcome guest, we elude the visit: still 
the lectures of tim^ will obtiude themselves, 
and in spite of every artifice will be htard. 

From twenty even to threescore, we ate 
very adroit to parry off the address of age, 
and refer it to some one older; but when 
disguise will serve no longer, and we have 
rusted out a few years more, it is then only, 
with some reluctance and reserve, that we 
give in our names to the list of antiquity! 

: And at this period, where courteous and 
respectful attention ought chiefly to begin; 
to the dishonour of youth, of both sexes, it 
t90 often unfeelingly ends. We are apt to 

compli- 
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cwnpKmcttt each' othttv* and glb^'over tR5 : 
intermediate gradntidhs from- thirty' to forty- 
vMh thfe name df jfoufk; but thit foVsoblS 
H^^ ncoisr to return^ agtAn^ *when we were^' ac- 
<^nted with the'ag^of tw^nty^flve! ' ^ 
.::.).:: ' • '. .^ ^^' . • • -^ 

If the aggregate mass of human existence 
w*rc pirt together, and eveiy individual had 
\m shkiie equally apportioned ; it might not' 
exteed the pittance of thirty years! but not 
kisistmg ' on this calculation-, we will allow,' 
ydkim nature -we know is not^to be allowed,* 
that : to ev&r^ person, • the age * of sixty, or 
•vcttof-sevetxty* were granted; yet surely 
hecaimot be. siaid to be young on his Jour-* 
n^twfao has already reached the half of it : 
a;{ middle age is all the compliment that can 
be due to him. It is then downright mock-^ - 
ery to say the same of one, who has com« 

^ It »it aot to produce the hoaiy veteran of - 
eig^y, or it may be of ninety, who, on piir- 

%M pose 
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iM)fe to .exdte wtonifbmqi;!, wiU cmck hi4 
jokf%, apdlsKigh «t the wr«c](sof tiiQ«; fvoh 
n?r« piiaracteri oug[l»t ao «ior« to bo qiu^t^ 
as a goiortfl estijnat^ of ki9g«Yi^,. thMi 
others, yho not b^vh^j^ mo t^Q hn^ of tbit 
rac^ are so often to be opposed against th^n. 



: The an^^nta vmkpd^ si%. ^fTerfmt 
of life.— Puerit^ yrh^ch «opni«»«e4 dt tlta 
fifth jrear, th^j ^al^^ eiWA9«^»^A4ptefffii9 
lia, FoMrt, which, imwd*«liPPd l?y ibClii Ht 
be frQm t)i^ «^bt«^t)H ^ flvm io Ite 
twenty-5fUi.y^;-^|ttvf©tM*, ikt %» ftow. 
twen^-^ve t« ^ thi|^-$f% yttir«-^Vk3i» 
^ta)^ #«4o^ ^m ^ ilbk^^&k It t]i« 
fifUej^l^ y^ar^>£f9«etoi% Oil 48V^ finii- fi%[ 

. . • ' ' 

Well was the que8tiaiv]Mi% '«inM«ui$^M^ 
and well was it answered by the same mifired 
^tlipf, in t%i& WQirdB: *" it if mms 'Mfiiar, 
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thai tffmetifof « ^^ ^^i ^^ then tanish- 
pthmmi* 

** VkgVaiti tvrajr, Ltrewftt like a brook, 
. << For pver chafigiii|^| lu^retHred thtt rhuay,** 

Not any thing but the closest appeaiit 
of affection, and the offices due to surviving 
friends, could damp the good man's desire of 
death; these indeed, while filling the eytf 
with sympathetic tears, convey to the hciarlr 
a longing wish, to have a respite^ evea 
from his sublimest jqys, to moura a litOt 
longer, " m this vote tf wmm andtftt^$^ 
to sweeten, if he can, the joimiey of hii ifi^ 
low flesh and blood; but a$ a writer tndy 
observes^ "when such friends paft, it is th« 
^wmt7er dies." 

The Gentoo s have a proverb which ruAs 
thus : '' Sitting is better thtu walking, slee^ 
is better than sitting, but d^th if bettor 
than either." . 
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4^ m vegetable, -li|Q|» so" it happens to 
Us : there is a seed time, a spring, k summer, 
an autumn, and a winter of our existence; 
and like i}&ta the crops of the field add gar- ' 
den, gcneratioiis of men and women, by an 
invariable law of nature, in the same man- 
ner succeed each other. 

But since we Came into lift progressively, 
it seems congenial with the feelings of nature 
to be dismissed from it in the same leisurely 
manner; and hence, in addition to other con- 
sideiatione; is a reason, why sudden and vio- 
lent deaths^ usimlly affect 'the mind with most 
awful sensations : to escape however a tedi- 
ous and very painful- sepiaration of matter arid 
spmt,.a quick release were most devoutly 
to be wished; but not otherwise. 

; If death were to commit such ravages on 
the.soul^ as utteriy to destroy it from the 
capahifity of future existence, dismal truly 
would be that extinguisher which degraded 

it 
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it into afmhildtion: but blessed be God, for 
informing the conscience, l^ the secret whis* 
pcrs of nature^ and the clear light of Reve- 
lation, that death is oiily the passport to 
another life, and while the resolutely wicked 
have every thing to fear in it, those, who 
arc not ^' weary in well Mng^ have every 
thing to Aoj)e/ 

In the last conflict of nature, comfortably 
will they feel the sentiments of an admired 
poet, who represents the language " of a 
dying ChristikB to his soul/ in these anima* 
ting and celestial words : 



Vital ^rark qf heav^y fbuat^ 
Quit, oh quit tfab mortal frame: 
lyembling, hoping, lingering, fljin^ 
Oh the paio; the bliss of dying ! 

Cease, fond natmv, cease thy %tnSt^ 

And let me languish into life. 

Hark! they whisper; Angels say, 

Sister Spirit, come away. 

What is this absorbs me quite ? 

Steals my senses, shuts my si^^t, 
Drowns my spirits, draws my breath? 
Tett me, my Soul, can this be death? 
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The wfrid reoeto; it 

Httven opcu on my eyes! my em J 

Wltfisnaldisenipfaier»K: | 

Ijmdf lend your wingst I mount! I fly ! ' | 

OGnMl«ita«iitiqrVletnry»' ' 

O Dwtii! vbere ii tky Stingf 



FIJflS. 
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